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INTRODUCTION

By S. Kapur Singh, M.A. (Cantab) ; M.A. (Pb.); I.C.S.

—

Sardar Mohan Singh, of Panj Darya, presents
another bouquet of his poems to the Punjabi
public. To those who are acquainted with his

- previous works, and their number is large, the
present collection of his poems will reveal all the

variety of colour and the richness of fragrance

~ that has characterised his past lyrics, and in addition
" anewness and ruggedness indicating not only the
- maturer character of the personality of the poet,
~ but also the variety and depth of his acquaintance

with the modern European poetry. As a lyrcist
Mohan Singh has already shown potentialities,
but in these poems he also reveals the sadness
of experience, the disillusionment of Maya, the
corners and unevenness of the hard realities of

. life, as contrasted with the dream-land composed

of idealism and the fancies of the poet. This
latter aspect, to my mind, demarcates the modern
poetry as it is understood in Northern European
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countries, and the traditional poetry of fixed forms
and standardized sentiments.
2

From the sixteenth century onwards, I[ndian
literature which had hitherto been written almost
entirely in Sanskrit, increasingly finds its natural
expression in the vernaculars of the people of India.
With the advent of the European peoples, the
Indian literature received a new stimulus, and
Punjabi has been no exception to it. Conversaly,
there have been numerous European writers who
have felt drawn towards India and Indian literature
and have sought to express their feelings for Indian
life and culture in English. Sir Edwin Arnold, whose
celebrated poem, the Light of Asia, was inspired
by India and better known still, Henri Derozio,
the author of the Fakir of Jungheera, and others,
palpably derive f{rom Indian source and are
influenced by Indian models QOur present day
literature, however, cannot claim this previlize of
having inspired any European work of distinction,
though it owes most of its own colour and pattern
to its prototypes conceived and evolved by European
writers. This one sided movement is also markedly
in evidence in the present poems of Mohan Singh.

3
Many people have attempted to say in what
way modern poetry is distinguished from the old
poetry. But as [ see it, a poet is to be judged
not so much by the historical period in which he
lived. but by evaluating as to how far he has
successfully attempted to express sensibilities of



the time to which he belonged, in verse. Thisis
the ultimate criterion, and not whether
a given piece of poetry conforms to this form
or that, treats this subject matter or that, or adopts
this set of values or that. [ also agree with G. K.
Chesterton that,

All that is nobly beautiful or true,

Is very simple, simple as a song,

Like silver lettering on a sky blue,

The disordered. complex thig is often wrong.

May it be said to the credit of Mohan Singh

that he has considerably succeeded in being modern
without being *‘ disordered and complex " in his
present poems.
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In his previous poems Mohan Singh has been
mainly occupied with self-expression, but the
present poems are maturer and more in keeping
with the tempos of the times, in so far as they are
increasingly more pre-occupied with the social con-
sciousness, and although the result may sometimes
appear to lack in poetic grace, it has decidedly

gained in vitality. His poems, Nikka Rab, Sat
Sang, Ishg ne Ritna kamina kar ditta, are good

illustrations of Mohan Singh's modernity and
reflexive depth and class conscious poetry. I, for
one, however, still beliecve that Mohan Singh is at
his best when he is gathering wild flowers from the
undulating plains of Pothohar to grace the snake-
black tresses of the tall brown maidens in whose

veins still pulsates the blood of their artistic
ancestors of the Gandhara Valley, the flowers
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which still waft with the fragrance of the Kadambri
of Bana, the Meghduta of Kalidas, the Shringars
Shatak of Bharatarihari, the Gitagovinda of
Jayadeva, the Hir of Warris Shah, the Kafis of
Bullah and the songs of love and separation of
Gurx Arjuna. Reminiscent of this category,
though clearly at times, and faintly at other times,
are his beautiful lyrics Kaike tak baitha main nain,
Gal Suni ja, koi aya sade wehre,

3

Mohan Singh has many qualities which go to
make a great poet. He has imagination and
experience. He has expression and has happily
chosen Punjabi as the medium of expression. He
has the correct perception of the subject matter
of poetry, and, as a rule, he displays the correct
discrimination. Experience of life, more experience,
more and more intimate acquaintance with the
past and the roots from which his poetic impulse
springs, and above all discipline and sincerity, are
likely to make him a poet whose work may endure
even after he is gone.

KARNAL KAPUR SINGH
Oct. 23, 1942
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