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The lion of Punjab, Maharaja anjit ingh was born on 2nd a ember 1780 A.D. at

Gujranwala (Now in Paki tan). The nam of hi mother wa ardarni Raj Kaur and .

Maha ingh wa hi father. At the birth of the child . Maha ingh wa in the evemh

Heaven of delight and he celebrated the moment ..... ith the great pomp and ho '. He

di tributed money and sweetmeat among the poor. ccording to the fir t word of the

Gurvaak taken from uru ranth ahib, the child wa named Ranjit ingh. At the time of

birth, Ranjit ingh as very hand orne and lu trous. But that hand omen s did not la t

for long. Early in childhood he became a patient of mall pox and 10 t all hopes of urvival.

But at it was will ofG d, he recov red from the di ea gradually. But during thi affliction

he 10 t his one eye and hi fa e wa marked with black pots of mall pox.

t that Hme n body knew that the bo' 'ho had urvived with grea diffi ulty from

the lutches of mall pox, would one da ' become the aharaja 0 Punjab. other Raj

Kaur felt very happy when he found that the dreadful disea e, small pox had pared her

child. In tho e day thou ands children were be oming pre' of th mall pox. There wa

no remedy for this di ease. A the child Ranjit ingh r covered from thi di ea e hi mother

took him to the temple of itla Mother in order to pay obei ance. Then she took him to

Gurdwara and their listened the Gurvaak and bowed before the Guru Granth ahib. Due

to the illness of Ranjit Singh, Maha Singh wa leading a depre ed and down h arted hfe.

When Ranjit ingh be arne hale nd hearty, aha in h again be am ctive in

expanding his territory. He anack d vilJage Bhania, ahiwal, Ee akhel and conquered. H

got a big sum of money from tho e ruler and again returned those village to them. In a

few months he became very powerful. ow he became a enthu ia tic that he auld n t it

peacefully. One day he heard that some iron mith were rna 'ing war, pan at villa e

Kotli near ialkot. He atonce attacked the village Kotla and looted all the wea on and

implement available in that village. After g tting th weapon, Maha ingh decided to

teach a les on to RaJa of Jammu. t that time Brij aj wa Raja of Jammu. During the

reign of Charat Singh the father ofBrij Raj made hi younger son Dalel Dev a the heir of

his throne. When Brij Dev complained about it to S. Charat ingh, and also a ked or hlp,

then Charat Singh agreed to help Brij De.... nacking Jammu he in tailed Brij De... as RaJa

ofJammu. Bur during tho e da . Charat Singh died a h was mortall 'wounded b: the

bursting of his match-box in his hands. Raja Brij De'i had promised to give a large sum of

money for that help. But when Charat Singh died, he did not pay the mone . Maha Smgh

reminded him again and again, bur he paid no heed. At 130 t aha Singh invad d Jammu

and captured he Clty. Brij Raj bad earlier left the city.
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Betrothal
S. Maha Singh became very powerful. Sardars of all the Mlsils were considering him as

their leader. After the conquest ofJammu he went to Amritsar to present precious gifts to

Harimandir Sahib. There he metJassa Singh Ramgarhia. The Ramgarhia Sardar informed

him that S. Jai Singh Ghanaihya has usurped his territory. S. Maha Singh assured him that

he would meet S. Jai Singh for the sellJement of the dispute. But when S. Maha Singh met

S. Jai Singh, instead ofsellling the dispute, they themselves pIcked an altercallon and got

embroiled In a quarrel. The result of that was, that they fought with each other in the

balllefieid. Therc, S. Gurbax Singh, the brave son of S. Jai Singh was killed and the army

ofJai Singh fled away.

After the death of Gurbax Singh his brave and valiant wife Sardarni Sada Kaur took

the command of the Misil. During the war, though S. Jai Singh was defeated, but S. Maha

Singh did not capture hiS territory. He even sent a message ofcondolence to Sardarn' Sada

Kaur for the death of her husband. Assuming the command of her Misll Sardarni Sada

Kaur proved to be a good and competent administrator. Though Mah~Singh had defeated

her husband and her father-in.law, but he never allacked her territory again. He was also

very happy on her capable and legllimate administration. Sardarni Sada Kaur was also

well aware that S Maha Singh's power was increasing gradually. Therefore she thought

that Ifshe would reconcile with S. Maha Singh then her authomy and JUrISdiction would

remain more safe. For that she planned that there must be some relationship between

those two Misils. Her daughter Mehtab Kaur was of five years old at that time and child

Ranllt Singh was also of the same age. She decided to engage her daughter to Ranpt Singh.

So she sent her courtier in the termory of Maha Singh. The COurtier met Maha Singh and

said, "Sardarni Sada Kaur of Ghanaihya Mlsil has sent me to meet you."

"Tell me, what message she has sent for me? Maha ingh asked." "My Lord! She has

sent a proposal that she favours to betroth her only daughter Mehtab Kaur to your son

Ranli! Singh. If you consider It sUllable then please Inform me so that I may convey your

message 10 SardarOl J I." Heartng thl . ~iaha Singh became thoughtful. For the final

deCISIOn he talked with hIS wife RaJ Kaur. When RaJ Kaur heard about th's proposal she

atonce consented and approved the offer. S. Maha Singh handed over precIous gIfts to the

courtier In order to present to SardarOl Sada Kaur. He also said, "We accept this relationship

and they should sent the Shagan (Offering at the time of betrothal) on the first day of next

month." On the next month Sardarni Sada Kaur reached the palace of Maha Singh along

wllh his courtiers and relatives. There was already a hustle and bustle In the palace of

Maha Singh. In a large gathering betrothal ceremony lOok place. After the performance of

the ceremony money and sweetmeats were distributed.
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First Battle., .

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was yet eleven years old, when he had to participate in a baule.

The ter6tory ofGujrat was under the reign ofS. Maha Singh. He had appointedS. Sahib

Singh Bhangi as the administrator of this area. In year 1791 A.D. when Maha Singh sent

his officers to collect the revenue from Sahib Singh, he plainly refused to pay the revenue.

Maha Singh was forced to attack Sahib Singh in order to collect the revenue. Maha Singh

took Ranjit Singh with him and marched his army towards Gujrat. When Sahib Singh

heard that Maha Singh was reaching there with a large army. Then he hid himself in the

fort of Saudara. The army of Maha Singh encircled the fort from all sides. The siege

continued for many days, but the victory was far away. Supply of ration was poor and

unhealthy. Many soldiers were affiicted with the disease ofbowls. Maha Singh himself fell

ill. He was suffering from dysentery and the disease increased from bad to worse. Ultimately

the situation so developed that Maha Singh lost all hopes ofsurvival. He appointed Ranjit

Singh as the commander of his army and himself returned back to Gujranwala.

Ranjit Singh was very brave, he did not feel nervous. He ordered his soldiers to tighten

the siege more forcefully. After some days he gOt a news that to disperse and disorganise

the sie.8e a big force was approaching there under the commands of S. Karam Singh and

S. jodh Singh.

Ranjit Singh took a quick decision. He ordered his army to march towards that side

from which the forces of S. Karam Singh and S. jodh Singh were coming. He planned to

attack those forces on their way. He encircled the forces of the enemy in the dense jungle.

The enemy forces were caught unaware. S. Karam Singh and S. jodh Singh alongwlth

their army fled away leaving behind their heavy guns and other fire arms. Maharaja was

pleased to see those captured armaments. He attacked the fort with those heavy guns. It

became very difficult for Sahib Singh to remain in the fon. Sahib Singh surrendered and

accepted his defeat. He also agreed to pay the revenue. Ran)it Singh pardoned him and

appointed him again the ruler ofGujrat.

Ranjit Singh despatched captured heavy guns and other armaments to GUJranwala

and himself with his army marched towards Gujrat. He camped his army outsIde Gujrat

and asked Sahib Singh to make arrangements for the ration of his army. SahIb Singh

served the army cordially and paid the due revenue. But Ranjit Singh refused to take the

revenue only. He ordered him to pay rupees two thousand as war penalty. Sahib SlOgh was

already alarmed and frightened due to cmical defeat of his army. He had also lost his

heavy guns. He paid the penalty also. This was the first baule that Ranjn SlOgh fought and

won honourablv. After thIS he moved towards GUJranwala along with hIS victorious army.
o ,
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Death ofFather

During the siege of Saudara fort Maha Singh was indisposed due to dysentery. He

fought for some days, but when condition deteriorated badly, he returned back to

Gujranwala. His father S. Charat Singh also died in young age. When he had gone to

Jammu to help Brij Dev, the son of the Raja ofJammu, there he died as he was mortally

wounded, by the bursting ofhis match box in his hands. When he died in 1774 A.D. at that

time the age of Maha Singh was only ten years. Being elder brother Maha Singh became

the ruler of Misil. His mother was looking after the administrative work of the Misil.

When Maha Singh grew young, he was married to Raj Kaur daughter of S. Gajpat

Singh ofJindo Maha Singh was a brave warrior and was very anxious to amplify and build

up the territories of his Misit.

One day he received a complaint that the ruler of Rasool Nagar, Peer Mohammad

Chatha was a very cruel man and was killing the innocent people. Maha Singh was enraged

to hear this news. He atonce took six thousand horse riders and anacked Rasool Nagar.

When Peer Mohammad heard about it, he was bewildered and dazed. Due to his cruelity

even his subject was not with him. When he could not found any method ofsafety, he hid

himself in the fort. But Maha Singh broke the doors of the fort and entered inside it. Peer

Mohammad Khan did not dare to fight and chewing some grass in his mouth, stood before

Maha Singh. Maha Singh pardoned him, but usurped his property. Rasool Nagar was

renamed as Ram Nagar after making it a part of his territory. After the victory of Rasool

Nagar the power of Maha Singh enhanced and it further intensified in the coming years.

Wb'en at Gujranwala S. Maha Singh was lying on his death bed then one of his officer told

him a news. He said, "My Lord! S. Ranjit Singh has defeated S. Sahib Singh and has

realized the revenue. He has also captured many large guns and armaments which he has

sent here and has been stored in the armoury."

When Maha Singh heard this news from his officer, he was very delighted and his face

became bright and healthy. Without any aid he got up from his bed. The servants rushed

to help him, but he pushing them away, said, "Be away, today I need no help,let me see the

big guns and annaments that my son has conquered."

Saying this he went straight towards the armoury. Seeing the big guns and other weapons

he felt very happy. His wife Sardarni Raj Kaur was also with him. Maha Singh said, "Now

I am not afraid ofdeath, my brave son Ranjit Singh wIll lead the Misil adequately and will

strengthen it bravely." Servants took him to his room and helped him to lie on his bed. But

he was seeing towards outside. He was waiting for Ranjit Singh. He wanted to see his son.

But his ambition remained unfulfilled and died while sull facing towards the outer gate.
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Killed Hashmat Khan

When Raniit Singh was returning back to Gujranwala, he heard the sad news of the

death of his father.

He atonce rushed to Gujranwala. He was very disturbed and agonized at the death of

hiS father. He was Just a boy ofeleven years. Therefore he was worried about the handling

ofsuch a big enterprise. But hIS brave mother-in-law Sardarnl Sada Kaur and motber Raj

Kaur consoled him.

Gradually he took beart and started to go to Jungle for bunting and battle exercises.

One day Ranjn Singh went wnh bis associates in the jungle of Ram Nagar for playIng

the game of hunting. InCidently one deer came running in front of bis horse. He atonce

struck bls horse wnh hcel and chased the deer. In this process of chaSIng the deer he

reached very far and paned away from his fellow. When the deer became out of SIght he

made up his mind to return back.

While he was returnIng, he saw Hashmat Khan with his friends. Hasbmat Khan had

great enemity with Ranjit Singh as his father Maha Singh had usurped his territory. When

Hashmat Khan saw Ranjit Singh, he atonce became alen and loaded bis nfle to kill him.

BUI Ran)lt Singh was not afraid ofh.m. He stopped his horse infront ofblm and unsheathed

his sword. Hashmat Khan was very happy as Ranjit Singh was in his clutches. He aimed

and fired one shot towards Ranjil Singh.

But that ShOI instead of striking Ranjit Singh, hit the reins of the borse. When Ranjit

Singh saw that fire of Hashmat Khan bad gone astray, he atonce dismounted from his

horse and ran towards him. Hashmat Khan was trying to reload his rifle wben Ranjn

ingh attacked him wnh great force and cut bl hea4 with one blow. When the friends of

Hashmat Khan found thaI he had dlCd, they fled away.

Ranlit Singh slOod there With great arrogance. The hcad and body of Hashmat Khan

were lying on the ground. He took the head of Hashmat Khan on his sword and mounting

his borse reached tbe spot where his friends were waiting for him. Wben they saw that he

was carryIng the head ofHashmat Khan on hIS sword, they were astonlsbed to see sucb an

act of bravery of a minor young boy.

HIS mother felt very happy, when he narrated that incident to her. Hearing tbls she

said, "Mv son IS very brave. None can face him. I am "ery proud of hIm."

Wben hIS motber-In-law Sardarm Sada Kaur heard about tblS Incident, sbe also came

to congratulate Raniit ingb. His mother distributed sweetmeats to the poor.

(16)









Possession ofLahore

In 1796 A.D. Ranjit Singh was married to Mehtab Kaur daughter of Sardarni Sada

Kaur. After marriage he came under the influence ofhis mother-in-law. She was very wise

.rnd she directed his unbounded energy towards unifying the Punjab. When two Misils of

Ghanaihya and Shukarchakeeaa were united, the influence of Ranjit Singh Increased

massively. Upto 1788 A.D. Ranjit Singh captured the large part of the Punjab. But still

Lahore was not the pan of his kingdom. Lahore was under the control of three Sardars;

Chet Singh, Sahib Singh and Mehar Singh. These three Sardars were always remaining at

logger heads with each other. Due to their routine skirmishes the residents ofLahore were

leading a miserable life. One day some imponant persons of Lahore met together and they

decided to write a letter to Ranjit Singh. Bhai Gurbax Singh, Hakim Haakam Ral and

Mian Aashak Mohammad wrote, "Citizens of Lahore are in great distress and the cruel

ruler of Kasoor is planning to capture it. It is our humble request that you should save us

from this horrible situation." At that time Ranjit Singh was the young manofI8 years and

he was known for his bravery and fearlessness.

When he got the letter, he took more than six thousand brave soldiers with him and

marched towards Lahore.

Reaching Lahore, he encircled the city during the night. On that day the citizens were

engaged in watching the celebration ofShia Muslim festival of Muharram. Next morning

before the three Sardars could prepare their defence, breach was made in the wall and

gates of city were thrown open. Raniit Singh entered the city with his heavy guns. When

the three rulers heard about it, they wete so frightened that Mehar Singh and Sahib Singh

left the city along with their forces. They did not dare to face Raniit Singh. But Chet Singh

entered inside the fon and closed the gates. But Ranjit Singh paid no heed to him and took

possession ofthe whole city. He also ordered his soldiers not to loot the city. He announced

that soldiers would get their salary from the royal treasury. When Raniit Singh was fully

satisfied that the city was under his control, then he proposed to capture the fon. According

to the instructions of Ranjit Singh his army camped outside the fon. In such a situation

Chet Singh could not stay inside the fon for long. Next day he sent his one official who

met Ranjit Singh and said, "Singh Sahib! Ifyou forgive S. Chet Singh, he is ready to vacate

the fon." Ranjit Singh heard him patiently and said, "I will not only forgive S. Chet Singh,

but I would also offer him some villages for his maintenance and sustenance. Hearing this

officer went inside the fon and S. Chet Singh vacated the fon on the same day. Ranlit

Singh took possession of the fort. Thus Lahore became a part ofRanjit Singh's kingdom.
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oronatton

It was the demand of the people that a title of Maharaja should be conferred on Ranjit

Singh. But Ranjit Singh hesitated to assume the title, for he wished to avoid to do anything

which might cause other chiefs to conspire against him. In February 1801 A.D. the Sikh

Sardars and army officers requested Raniit Singh to accept the title ofMaharaja. They also,
requested him that at Lahore all the respectable citizens should be invited and title of

Maharaja should be conferred on him. GradualIy Ranjit Singh approved their concept and

day of first Balsakh was fixed for that purpose. On the 1st Baisakh 1801 A.D. a darbar was

held in the Diwan HalI of the fort. In the Gurdwaras, the recitation ofthe Akhand Paath

started two days earlier.

On 1st Baisakh after the conclusIOn of the Akhand Paath, Hukamnama was recited.

Then Giani Gurmukh SlOgh uttered the Daily Prayer before the Guru Granth Sahib. Ranjit

Smgh was asked to Sit on a special platform erected for that purpose. RanJIt Smgh sat on

the royal throne specialIy prepared for that occasIOn. Baba Sahib Singh Bedi who belonged

to the dynasty of Guru Nanak Dev Ji was specially invited to coronate Ranjit Singh. He

got up and applied coloured mark on his forehead as a sign of coronation. When Baba

Sahib Singh was applying the tilak, then alI the royal attendants were showering petal of

flowers on Ranjit Singh. Baba Sahib Singh declared, "Henceforth Singh Sahib Raniit Singh

would be addres cd as Maharaja Ranjlt Singh." AlI the officials congratulated the Maharaja.

After some tlme an other event of the day came into operatlon. On that day the Maharaja

had LO Introduce a new coin for his kingdom. A committee was organized to give its final

opmion about the shape of the coin. The committee advised that on the front side of the

coin the name of the Maharaja should be engraved. But MaharaJa Ranlit Smgh reJected

their proposal and ordained them to engrave the name of Guru Nanak Dev J I on the coin

and to specify the coin as Nanak Shahi rupee and Nanak Shahi paisa. So according to his

in auctions on one Side of the one pal a com Name ofGuru Nanak Dev Ji was engraved 10

Persion and Gurmukhl scripL and on the other side it was written 'Guru Nanak Dev Sahaae'

(May Guru Nanak Dev help us). On one rupee coin on one Side pictures of Guru Nanak

Dev and Bhai Mardana were carved. The picture was evolved in such a way thaL Guru

Nanak Dev was sitting in a pensive mood and Bhai Mardana was reclllng the hymns. On

the other side of the coin the same words were written in Gurmukhi and Persian scripts as

on the one paisa coin. Other coins were also launched and executed. On those coins on one

side It was wrinen "Deg Teg Fateh a Nusrat Bedarang az Guru 'anak Dev Guru Gobmd

Singh and on the other side It was written as Dar! Salmat Lahore sambvat 1808 Memmat

Manos." So tssuing the coins on the Name of Gurus, the Maharaja made himself as the

servant of Guru Panth.
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Agreement with Bhangi Sardars

Sahib Singh Bhangi was a ruler of Gujrat. He was paying revenue to Maha Singh,

father of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. But during reign of Maha Singh he refused to pay the

revenue. S. Maha Singh was fon:ed. to attadt his fon. But during the ieae ofSaudara fon,

Maha Singh fell ill and he had to abandon the fielda. But Mahanja Ranjit Singh who was
merely eleven yean old at that time conquered the fort and brouaht Sahib Singh underhis
command.

But Sahib Singh was always conspiring against Ranjit Singh. Sahib Singh Bhangi,

befriended Dal Singh ruler ofAkal Garh and they unitedly planned to attack Gujranwala.

When Maharaja Ranjit Singh heard about this he took twenty heavy guns and ten

thousand cavalry forces with him and attacked Gujnt. Though the attack of Maharaja

Ranjit Singh was very fast and forceful, but Sahib Singh Bhangi very actively closed the

gates ofthe city and the £On. He had already fitted heavy IUDS on the walls ofthe fon. The

forces of Ranjit Singh came under the ranae of the fire and he suffered a heavy loss. But

Maharaja did not retreat. He asked his gunners to open fire and the walls of the fon were
so heavily damaged and destroyed that the umy of Sahib Singh Bhangi ran hither and

thither to find a shelter. SiDIh Bhanai frightened thathe sent his messensen
to bring Daba Sahib Smp JOr reconciliation. Baba Sahib IeKhed Gujnt at

night and he met Mahanja it Siqh. Maharaja had a oIR8t fOr him and he

aU)Dce asked his soldiers to retreat back. t the adYice of Saba Singh, Mahanja

agreed to reconcile with Sahib Sinah BhaDgi. The Bhangi fOr'his misbehaviour

and pmnused to DOt to do any bief
Maharaja RanJit Siqb pardoned the BbIqi Sard8r, but he al Garb and

captured Dal ingh. He brouaht him to Lahore and interned him.
One day Maharaja called for Dal Singh and said, "My father live you the territory of

Akal Garh as a ft; he made you a Sardar. But instead ofthankina you CODIPircd with

our enemi . 1l me how we should deal with you?" am quite innocent, I have never

planned to fight against you." Dal Singh pleaded.

"But our detector can't tell lie, their information has always proved true. It is a very

sad news for us that our friend has joined hands with our enemy." Mahanja said.

"It is true that S. Sahib Singh Bhangi baa been keeping very aood relations with me.
But the man with whose collaboration he was plotting to anack your territory was

izam Din Kasuria."

Hearing this Maharaja released Dal Singh and attacking Nizam Din's territory, taught

him a good lesson.
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A Visit to Amritsar

After reforming Nizamdin the Nawab of Kasoor, Maharaja remained free for some

period. One day he received a news from his mother-in-law Sardarni Sada Kaur, that Raja

of Kangra Sansar Chand was planning to attack Batala. When Maharaja heard this news he

took six thousand cavalcade with him and marched towards Batala. When Sansar Chand

heard the news that Maharaja Ranjit Singh was himself leading the forces, he gOt so

frightened that he fled towards the mountains. After reforming other rebel1ions he returned

back to Lahore. When he reached Lahore he gOt the information that Nawab of Kasoor

Nizamdin had violated the agreement and with the help of crusaders had looted many

vil1ages of Maharaja's territory.

Maharaja did not waste time and he took Fateh Singh Ahluwalia with him and fel1

upon him violently.

In the fierce pitched battle when Nizamdin perceived that his defeat was certain he

hoisted the white flag. He requested the Maharaja to pardon him and promised not to do

any mischief again. After getting·penalty of war, he pardoned the Nawab.

In those days Amritsar was under the supervision ofBhangi Sardars. One day Maharaja's

secret informer told Maharaja that Bhangi and Ramgarhia Sardars were planning to face

Maharaja Ranjit Singh with their united forces. When Maharaja sent his trusted detectors

there he found that information was true. Maharaja atonce made preparations to face the

attack. It was a habit of Maharaja that he used to take the decisions without any delay and

that was main secret of his success.

He took with him Sardarni Sada Kaur and S. Fateh Singh Ahluwalia and proceeded

towards Amritsar. He encircled the city and encamped outside the city. Bhangi Sardars

fitted their guns on the wal1s of the dty and opened fire in order to frighten Maharaja

Ranjit Singh. But Maharaja and his forces were camping far away from the range of the

guns. The Bhangi Sardars did not come out to fight in the open fields. Ramgarhia Sardars

did not turn up to help them.

When the citizens heard that Maharaja Ranjit Singh had encircled the city, they met

Akali Phoola Singh and requested him to defuse the combat. Akali Phoola Singh met both

sides and an agreement was signed in an amicable way. According to the agreement Bhangi

Sardars vacated the fort and Maharaja Ranjit Singh al10ted them a big landed property for

their livelihood. Amritsar city became a part ofthe Khalsa kingdom. Maharaja along with

hi relatives visited the Harimandir Sahib and paid his homage in reverence. He also offered

a large sum of money to Harimandir Sahib and Aka\ Takhat Sahib.

(28)
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Conquered Jhang

AI that time the ruler ofJhang state was Ahmad Khan Siaal. He was very arrogant and

cruel. At the same time Maharaja Ranjit Singh was expanding his territories and it was

also m his mind to weaken the Muslim powers.

He enl his one messenger to meet Ahmad Khan. The messenger said to Ahmad Khan,

"Accept the superiority of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, otherwise be ready to have a combat

with him. Ahmad Khan spoke very arrogantly and refused to accept the subordination of

the Maharaja.

When the messenger returned back to Lahore, informing the Maharaja he said, ''Ahmad

Khan is very proud and conceited and he is ready to pick a quarrel with you.

Hearing this Maharaja decided to teach a lesson to hauty Ahmad Khan.

Leading a big army, he marched towards Jhang. Ahmad Khan had already perceived

that fight with Maharaja was evitable. So he gathered a large number of Muslims under

the name of holy war. He took his army and crusaders and came OUt of the city in order to

face Maharaja Ranjit Singh. When the army of Maharaja reached there, a fierce battle

started. First they used their guns, but when they became bulletless, they unseathed their

swords. The Khalsa army was very experienced in the art ofswordmanship. So they crushed

the army of Ahmad Khan in such a way that they were forced to retreat.

Ahmad Khan direcled his army to ran towards the city. The crusaders also followed.

Entering the city, Ahmad Khan closed the gates. The Khalsa army encircled the city.

Ahmad Khan filted his guns on the wall of the fort and ordered his gunman to open the

fire One bomb fell near .\\ahara)a RanJl{ Singh.

Seemg IhlS Maharaja ordered his men to break open the gates. They broke the gates

and entered the fon. The crusader and army ofNawab was so frightened that they ran out

of the fon and city. Maharaja asked his oldiers not to loot the city.

After some days awab sent ;lome respected persons to meet the Maharaja.

They met the Maharaja and said, "1\awab has done a great mistake, now he IS ready to

apologize. He IS also prepared to pay war penalty. Please return his territory, he will pay

you yearly taxes according to your wishes."

Maharaja Ranjit Singh pardoned Nawab and agreed to take Rs. 60,000/- yearly revenue.

(32)



~
!
~
i
i

t
f
t
~
I
~
~
I
·
~
&
~
'
1

j
j
l
.
~

~
~

!f
j';g~!'~,

l~J~i~~.~.!,.~ii1i
~~~~~'

~#
~~

~~~~1
~~'~~:!~if~i jI'~l

~~:~~
~1<

~fi
~'~e11<

~
~

;ko~.
-ko~

~
1;;~

i-~
~

~'~:Iii.~
'Wt

~~,
~

1~
cti;

40~
~I~I

~tn
~

Itt>
P

~
~
~

to
,~

~
~

I~
~,

fu
~

~
~

~
1W

~
~

tic

.J
~~t

~I'tf'i~i;i;i
j~

;k~
r~

:~'Ii
~,;

,~~~
L.

~
~

'bJ
~

c'~j
m

~.f~,~.
,'ro,

,i,-~~
~~,!

~
>/:~~

.
e

~1-tee.,
~.

m
~

~
-

,~I
~

~
:w

~,1;,~
~"""

~-~,~
~

~
I

iro

II
Its

<len
tp

~
~

~
Its

'IT-
§

~
Ie

lie'111»
to
~

~
~

I~
111>~I

Ilts
'~I

~
:~.~

~
~

£
_~

.
la'~

~"hI
'.'~

i:·~llc
10,~'~

~;kt
~

&,~
'~

1;;'~I
i~

;m
ax;;~

~,
~

~
~

.jg
Jg'~

~
~

~
;h>

~,;~
'Iii~

$
~

.~
~,J<!

~
&!I

.g
~

-~e
»-
~it1

bJ'~~
~1;;

~
~'k.

~,~.~,~~
~

ii'~i;:1i:
~
Icl~~.~~,i

t~',~
~&,w

:~'~f
j
~

~
~~

~
~

~i
~~

t
i~~~

g
~:l'~

-~
ok>~-~~

~
~

~
~,

~
~t.

~
~
~

'~
~

~
Ii:~

~j
~

1;;~
~&,t

.E
~
~~

~,ffi
~

ij;
g'

~
'Its~I~

~I
~
~

~
~t

~
)~~

~lf~
<leu~I!

~
~

~I
'Ie"

'11>'~
~l~x

~
~



Battle ofKasoor

One day Maharaja Ranjit Singh was intimated by his informer that Nawab Qutab Din

of Kasoor and Nawab Muzafar Khan of Multan had been conniving to fight with him,

under one banner. He also got another information that Nawab Qutab Din was teasing his

Sikh subjects very brutally. Maharaja was annoyed to hear it, as he in his kingdom was not

vexing anybody in the name of religion. He considered men of all religions equal.

He atonce sent Faqir Aziz Din to Kasoor to investigate about the alleged conspiracy.

But when Faqir Aziz Din reached Kasoor, Nawab Qutab Din disgraced him. Faqir Aziz

Din returned back and informed the Maharaja !lbout the actual situation.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was enraged to hear this and he ordered his Generals to invade

Kasoor.

When the army of Khalsa reached Kasoor, Nawab Qutab Din came out with crusaders

and his army to face the forces ofMaharaja. A fierce battle was fought. Nawab was defeated

and he ran back with his army and entered the fort.

Maharaja ordered his brave soldiers to explode the walls of the fort with gun powder.

During the explosion the wall of western side fell down and Khalsa army atonce entered

inside the fort. The crusaders tried their best to stop the Khalsa army, but Sikh soldiers

overpowered them and captured the fort. Nawab Qutab Din tried to ran away, but he was

caught alive. When he was brought before Maharaja, he beseeched again and again to

pardon him. The benevolent Maharaja pardoned him and alloted him landed property of

the Mamdot area for his livelihood.

S. ihal Singh was appointed as the governor of Kasoor.

After that Maharaja made up his mind to bring to book awab Mazafar Khan ofMultan.

Maharaja took his new forces and marched towards Multan on 15th March 1807 A.D.

After few days he reached near Multan. They camped outside the city. From there he sent

S. Fateh Singh to meet awab. S. Fateh Singh met Nawab and said, "You have violated the

agreement and has conspired against Maharaja alongwith Qutab Din ofKasoor. For these

unpardonable offences pay the penalty or be ready for war."

Mazafar Khan was greatly frightened to hear those words of Fateh Singh.

He said, "I am very sorry, please pardon my earlier offences and whatever the penalty

.\1aharaja fixes, I am ready to pay."

The benevolent Maharaja Ranjit Singh pardoned such a great offender and asked him

to pay Rs. 7700 only as a penalty. He accepted the superionty of Maharaja without war.

(34)









Garland ofPearls

In those days Raja Sahib Singh was ruler of the state ofPatiala. Maharaja RanJit Smgh

heard that a domestie dispute was going on between Raja Sahib Singh and his wife. His

wife Rani Aas Kaur was persisting that his son Karan Singh should be coronated as the

future Raja of the state. But Raja Sahib Singh was not ready to do so. Such a terrible

situation developed that some Generals of army took side with Raja and others aligned

themselves with Rani Aas Kaur. There was a danger that the conflict might not take shape

of war. When some respected persons met the both sides to settle the dispute, they agreed

that they would abide by the decision ofMaharaja Ranjit Singh. They knew that Maharaja

Ranjit Singh was compe~ent to settle their family dispute.

They sent one messenger, who met Maharaja Ranjit Singh at Lahore. He apprised the

Maharaja about the new developments and requested him to visit Patiala. Maharaja agreed

and taking with him some galJant soldiers and Sardars he left for Patiala. When he reached

there, Raja Sahib Singh welcomed him with great pomp and show. He made adequate and

comfortable arrangements for the accomodation of his army and Sardars. After staying

there for some days, Maharaja studied the problem very minutely. Then he asked Raja

Sahib Singh to calJ his noble men and courtiers in the Darbar on a fixed day. Rani Aas

Kaur and his son were also invited. On the fixed day MaharaJa presided the gathering of

respected men invited fot that purpose. He sat on the royal throne and on his one side was

sitting Raja Sahib Singh and on the other side Rani Aas Kaur and her son Karan Singh

were occupying their seats. Then Maharaja announced hIS verdict. He said, "Raja Sahib

Singh will remain as the ruler of the state but he has to pay Rs. 50,000 annualJy to Rani Aas

Kaur and Karan Singh as privy purse."

Both parties accepted the verdict of the Maharaja happily. Noble men and courtiers

also appreciated the wise decision of the Maharaja.

When Maharaja asked to depart, then Raja Sahib Singh presented very precIous gifts

to Maharaja. In those precious gifts there was one garland of pearls, which looked very

beautiful.
When the Maharaja was sitting in the Darbar then Raja Sahib Singh put that garland

in the neck of Maharaja. Seeing that garland, Karan Singh, son of Raja got up and sat in

the lap of Maharaja and said, "Sir! This garland is mine, it is very pretty, I like it very

much." Maharaja atonce put off the garland from his neck and putting it on the neck of

Karan Singh said, "My son! Take your beautiful garland, it is your and it suits and

embellishes you only." All the attendants and courtiers were astonished to see the

graciousness of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.

(38)
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Diamond Kohinoor

The most precious diamond of the world Kohinoor (light of mountain) was the

splendour ofthe show room ofMaharaja Ranjit Singh. From where Maharaja Ranjit Sing

brought this diamond? There is a long history behind it. When Babur conquered India, h

sent his son Hamayon to capture Agra. Hamayon encircled the city and started looting th

citizens. During the plundering and killing an old woman handed over that preciou

diamond to Hamayon to save her life.

When Hamayon showed that diamond to Babur, he was very pleased to see it and gav

it back to Hamayon as a gift. This diamond remained in India till 1540 A.D. But whe

Hamayon was defeated by Sher Shah Suri, he fled towards Iran and took that diamon

with him. But in 1515 A.D. when Hamayon again became the emperor ofIndia, he brough

that diamond back to India. Then this diamond remained with Mughal Emperors til

1739 A.D. When in 1739 A.D. Nadar Shah Abdali defeated Ahmad Shah Rangila an

captured his treasury then he took that diamond with other precious things. Till that tim

that diamond remained nameless. But when Nadar Shah Abdali saw that diamond he was

so astonished to see-it that he atonce uttered, "Kohinoor" (Light of mountain). After that

this diamond became famous in the world under the name of Kohinoor. Nadar Shah took

this diamond to Khurasan. When in 1747 A.D. Nadar Shah was killed, then this diamond

came under the possession of Ahmad Shah Abdali. After that King Shah Sujah of Kabul

became its owner. In 1812 A.D. Shah Sujah and King Zaman and their families came to

Lahore for refuse. But on their way the governor of Attak Jahandad Khan arrested Shah

Sujah and sent him to Kashmir where his brother Alia Beg was governor of that territory.

Shah Sujah's brother and other family reached Lahore and Maharaja Ranjit Singh welcomed

them and made adequate arrangement for their stay. One day the wife of Shah Sujah

requested Faqir Aziz Din that if they would help to release his husband from imprisonment

ofgovernor of Kashmir, then she would hand over to them the Kohinoor diamond. Faqir

Aziz Din told about this to Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Maharaja approved the proposal of

Faqir Aziz Din and made preparations to attack Kashmir. In the mean time the Prime

Minister of Kabul was also making arrangements to attack Kashmir. When he ~equested

Maharaja for help. Maharaja approved it happily.

In that crucial battle, Maharaja forces freed Shah Sujah and brought him to Lahore.

When Wafa Begam, the wife ofShah Sujah was asked to give them Kohinoor according to

the promise, she made lame excuses. But Maharaja did not force his guest. He paid three

Lakh in cash and wonh 50,000 the landed property as the price of Kohinoor diamond and

became the owner of that unique diamond ofthe world.

(40)
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ConquestofAfuhan

It was a unique attribute of Ranjit Singh that he never killed his humbled enemies.

Instead of punishing them, he was re-appointing them as ruler of the conquered state.

He had conquered the province of Multan twice. Bur after obtaining the penalty and

war expenditure, he was again assigning him the governor of the province.

But Muzafar Khan was a very cunning man. After some time he again revolted against

Maharaja and refused to pay the required revenue.

When for the third time he became a rebel and stiff necked, Maharaja Ranjit Singh

made up his mind to annex the province of Multan with his state. He sent 25,000 gallant

soldiers under the command ofPrince Kharak Singh, Sardar Hari Singh Nalwa and Dhana

Singh Malwaee for the conquest of Multan. Nawab had already got information about it

and had made full preparation to repulse the attack. He gathered 20,000 crusaders to fight

for their holy religion. When Khalsa army reached near the city, they fitted their big Kuns

and started firing. The bombs were so powerful that the outer wall was slashed at two

places. But Nawab closed that gaps with sand bags. The battle continued for many days.

One day the Khalsa forces attacked with great might and the crusaders were forced to snub

their selves in the historical fort. The Sikh officers then diverted their attack towards the

gates. But gates were so strong, that they were unable to damage it.

When Akali Phoola Singh heard that fOrl ofMultan had become invincible, he rushed

towards Multan with his Akali forces. Reaching there he fitted the gun ofBhangis infront

of the gate and opened fire.

After some time the wall near the gate slashed, but Nawab again covered the gaps with

sand bags. When they fired an Ofher bomb, it hit sand bags and all the bags fell on the

ground. Akali Phoola Singh rushed with such a speed that he entered inside the fOrl with

his brave soldiers. There they fought man to man. Other generals and their forces also

entered inside the fort. Akali Phoola Singh challenged the Nawab and with in no time cut

him into two pieces. Five sons of Nawab were also killed. When crusaders found that

Nawab and his sons had been killed, they fled away in panic. The conquest of Multan

rewarded the Sikhs with great wealth. More than twelve thousand Muslim-and four

thousand Sikhs were killed in this battle.

Akali Phoola Singh and Hari Singh Nalwa were badly hurt. Three sons ofNawab were

arrested alive. They were presented before Maharaja at Lahore. The benevolent Maharaja

instead of pronouncing any punishment, alloted them a big landed property for their

sustenance near Shahpur. 'this landed property is still in the possession of their inheritors.

(44)





Conquest ofPeshawar

Peshawar is known as gateway ofIndia as all invaders came to India through this way.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh wanted to close this gate for ever. So he made preparations to conquer

Peshawar. Maharaja led a large army and marched towards Attak. When he reached Attak

he despatched some troops in advance in order to examine the situation. But the Pathans

were already aware about the attack of Maharaja. When they found a small number of

troops marching towards them they encircled them and killed all the soldiers. Maharaja

Ranjit Singh was enraged to hear this. He sent a large army under the command of Akali

Phoola Singh and S. Mehtab Singh. This army attacked the Pathans with such a mighty

force that Pathans were forced to retreat. But the Khalsa army pursued and killed major

part ofthe forces of the Pathans. They tried their best to ran away but Akali Phoola Smgh

and his army was always at their heels.

When the Pathans found that their end was near, they raised the whIte flag of peace.

Akali Phoola arrested the leaders of the Pathans and presented them before Maharaja.

When they supplicated earnestly, Maharaja released them.

Next day when they crossed Naushehra, they were informed that countless crusaders

had been assembled at Chamkani in order to face the army of Maharaja RanJit Singh.

When Akali Phoola Singh heard about this, he took his forces and marched at night and

reached Chamkani in the early hours of morning. He blockaded and surrounded the

crusaders while they were still sleeping. When the crusaders found the Sikhs standing on

their heads, they were so frightened that they ran away. They did not dare to fight. But the

Sikhs followed them and taught them an unforgettable lesson.

Pathans were so intimidated and terrorized that Sikhs captured Peshawar without any

resistance. The ruler of Peshawar Yar Mohammad Khan had already left the city.

Maharaja made suitable arrangements for the administration of the city and pacified

the resident~.

After few days awab Dosat Mohammad Khan Barkzai presented Rs. 50,000 and one

hundred horses to Maharaja through his minister. He also sent one letter in which he

wrote, "I request humbly that if His highness Maharaja Ranjit Singh appoints him the

administrator ofPeshawar, he would pay the taxes acc;ording to the demand ofthe Maharaja.

Whatever orders I would receive from the Lahore Darbar, must be complied with as a

humble servant.

Maharaja accepted the request of Dost Mohammad Khan and reappointed him as

Governor of Peshawar. He himself returned back to Lahore.

(46)









Conquest ofKashmir

When the Sikhs conquered the all border areas, then only Kashmir remained under

the control of Pathans. Maharaja planned to conquer the Kashmir. To make the victory

cenain, Maharaja took a large army. He divided the army into three divisions. S. Sham

Singh Atariwala, Zafar Jang and Dewan Chand took command of the first division, Kanwar

Kharak Singh and Akali Phoola Singh led the second division and Maharaja himselftook

command of the third division.

Reaching Wazirabad the ration was amassed and suitable arrangements were made to

supply the ration to the fighting forces.

First they invaded Rajauri, but when the ruler ofRajauri saw large forces of Sikhs, he

ran away secretly. But his brother Rahim-ulla Khan offered his services to Maharaja. He

also agreed to guide them in the dense forests. Maharaja was very pleased at his conduct

and appointed him the ruler of Rajauri.

When the Khalsa forces advanced further then an informer told them that ruler of

Punchh Zabardast Khan had been amassing his forces in a fan and he had also been

cutting the trees to block the passage ofthe Khalsa forces. But Khalsa forces did not care

about such obstacles. They cleared all the hurdles and reached near the fort. Kanwar Kharak

Singh asked his soldiers to explode the walls of the fan. After the explosions the walls fell

and the Khalsa forces entered inside the fort. They fought so bravely that heaps of dead

bodies were lying on all sides. Zabardast Khan tried to run away, but was arrested and

presented before Kanwar Kharak Singh. Thus Khalsa captured the fan.

Then forces marched further and assembled at Sarai Ilahi. There royal informer told

them that Jabar Khan had done a very hard entrenchment and had deployed five thousand

Pathans to oppose the Khalsa forces. Kanwar Kharak Singh sent some troops to survey

the area. Next day according to information he attacked from two sides. Khalsa forces

showered bullets with great might, but Afgani forces were sitting safe in their trenches

made ofstones. They remained unhurt. When Khalsa forces found that their was no effect

of the bullets, they advanced with great speed and encircled the Pathans in their trenches.

The Pathans were so intimidated that they ran away. They left a large quantity of

ammunition behind. The Pathans suffered a heavy loss and wounded Jabar Khan slipped

to a safe place. Later on it became known that he had reached Afganistan. Maharaja Ranjit

Singh was pleased to hear the news of vinory. He was so delighted that to thank God he

reached Amritsar. He offered a large sum of money for the maintenance of Harimandir

Sahib. Laler on he appointed Dewan Mati Ram as Governor of Kashmir.

(50)





Fierce Battle ofNaushehra

Mohammad Aziz Khan Barkzai, the king of Afganistan was very grieved to find that

the Sikhs had occupied Pesha.var. He wanted to bring Peshawar under his control by any

means. Keeping this point in view, he took a big army and marched towards Peshawar in

1823 A.D.

As Maharaja had a very generous nature, after conquering Peshawar, he had again

appointed Mohammad Yar Khan as Governor of Peshawar. When Mohammad Yar Khan

received the news that his brother Mohammad Aziz Khan had marched towards Peshawar,

he fled towards hill areas.

Mohammad Aziz Khan took possession of Peshawar without any resistance.

After few days he inflamed the Muslims to wage a holy war against the SIkhs. He

instructed the Mau1vis and Quazis to excite the Muslims on the name of holy war.

In a few days thousands of crusaders gathered to fight a holy war in order to save their

religion. Mohammad Aziz Khan asked them to gather in the open fields ofNaushehra. He

also made arrangements for their food. After few days the number of crusaders increased

to twenty five thousand. Mohammad Aziz Khan was very encouraged to find a very positive

response from the crusaders. He sent his nephew Zaman Khan to invade the fort of]ahangir.

The remaining crusaders were asked to sit in trenches to stop the forces ofMaharaja Ranjit

Singh. When Maharaja heard about this development he took a large army and reached

the bank of the river Attak. There they found that Aziz Khan had destroyed the boat­

bridge. But who could stop Maharaja Ranjit Singh? He struck his horse with his heel and

the horse jumped into river. His army followed him. When crusaders perceived that

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was leading the forces himself; they got frightened. They fled towards

the fields of aushehra.

Next day Maharaja divided hi army into two divisions and attacked the crusaders

from two sides. A fierce battle was fought. It was first battle for the crusaders. So they were

unable to face trained Sikh soldiers. They were trying their best to flee, but the Khalsa

army had encircled them from all sides. More than ten thousand crusaders were killed in

that battle. Those who survived, fled away. When Aziz Khan heard that the crusaders had

left the field, he lost the hope of capturing Peshawar and returned back to Afganistan. In

this fierce battle Akali Phoola Singh was martyred. Maharaja took possession of Peshawar

and made suitable arrangements for its welfare. After few days Mohammad Yar Khan

presented himself before Maharaja. He donated many valuable gifts to Maharaja and

accepted his superiority. The gracious Maharaja again pardoned him and appointed him

Governor of Peshawar. Maharaja returned back to Lahore on 27th April, 1823 A.D.

(52)









Annexation ofPeshawar into Sikh Kingdom

Maharaja Ranjit Singh had conquered Peshawar twice, but due to his generous nature,

he had appointed the lame ruler as Governor of Peshawar. But these rulers were not

remaining loyal to him for a long. They were disobeyins his orders and even used to refuse

to pay the taxes. At last Maharaja Ranjit Singh made up his mind to annex Peshawar into

Sikh Kingdom. To conquer Peshawar he sent S. Hari Singh Nalwa and Kanwar Nau Nihal

Singh with a big force.

But when Barkajai rulers heard about the invasion of Maharaja, they closed the doors

ofPeshawar. They gathered a large number ofctusaders on the name of religion and planned

to face the Sikh forces outside the city. Haji Khan and Mohammad Khan led the crusaders

and marched towards the Sikh forces. They fought very bravely but were caught and

crusaders fled away. But when S. Hari Singh Nalwa and Kanwar Nau Nihal reached

Peshawar they found all gates closed. Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh ordered gunners to explode

the walls. The walls and doors fell and the Sikh forces entered the city. After some resjstance,

the Barkjais left the city. The Khalsa forces took possession of the city on May 6,1834 A.D.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh also· reached Peshawar. There he learnt that Dost Mohammad

.I<han was making preparations to capture Peshawar again. But when he heard about the

arrival of Maharaja Ranjit Singh; he lost his courage and abandoned his idea ofconquering

Peshawar again. But he sent his one representative to meet Maharaja. The agent said,

"Dost Mohammad Khan has sent me to tell you that he did not want to fight again, instead

he has asked to demarcate the boundries. So send your representatives to decide about it. '·

Maharaja Ranjit Singh agreed and sent Faqir Azizdin and Mr Harlan to meet Dost

Mohammad Khan. But when they met him, he arrested them and took them to Jalalabad.

He sent a message to Maharaja that ifhe wanted to get them released then he should "acate

Peshawar atonce.

Maharaja was enraged to hear it and he planned to auack Jalalabad.

One day Faqir Azjz Din said to Dost Mohammad Khan, "We are not worried about

our arrest, but I think that thousand of innocent persons would be de troyed due to your

this blunder mistake. Therefore you should release us so that we may try to cool the temper

of Maharaja. Dost Mohammad Khan realized his mistake and sent Faqir Aziz Din and his

associate with great honour and respect. Reaching Peshawar Faqir Aziz Din persuaded

Maharaja and the danger of war was ,,·erred..\1.aharaja appointed S. Hari ingh. 'alwa as

Governor of Peshawar and asked him to construct new fons near the baun·dry.
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Conquest ofJamraud

Hari Singh Nalwa conquered the small mud fortress ofJamraud and constructed there

a strong and solid big fon. He named that fon as Fatehgarh. The Pathans were aggrieved

to see such a fon. They perceived that next target ofthe Maharaja Ranjit Singh would be

)alalabad. Dost Mohammad Khan thought that before Khalsa forces invade his territory,

he himselfshould attack the fort of)amraud. He sent the Afgani forces and a large number

of crusaders under the command of his son Mohammad Afzal Khan to capture)amraud

fon.

The Afgan army reached Jamraud and it encircled the fon of Fatehgarh from all sides.

At that time there was a very small force inside the fon. But they fought very bravely

under the command of Maha Singh. They kept the Afgan army at length. The Afganis

were firing gun shots, but the fon was too strong to be penetrated by gun shots. After two

days a small portion of a wall of fon got damaged. But Afgans did not dare to enter inside

the fort. Maha Singh repaired that breach at night and sent a message to Hari Singh Nalwa

at Peshawar.

When S. Hari Singh Nalwa heard about it, he took his brave soldiers and reached

Jamraud before dawn. He attacked the encircling forces with such a might that the Afgan

army was so terrified and intimidated that they fled towards safe places. Sikh forces chased

them and cut the crusaders and Afgani soldiers in such a way as if they were reaping the

harvest. When Afgans were on the run, they met the cavalry forces of Shamasdin Khan.

He encouraged them and asked them to return back to face the Sikh forces. The Afgans

returned back and a fierce battle again activated. During this scuffle, Hari Singh Nalwa

was seriously wounded. He was taken inside the fon, but he succumbed to his injuries.

When Maharaja Ranjit Singh heard about the martyrdom ofHari Singh Nalwa he was

very anguished. He asked his army commanders to march to\-.'ards )amraud with a large

army. His order was complied with at once. He himself reached Peshawar. When Afgans

heard about arrival of the forces of Maharaja, they fled towards Kabul. Maharaja himself

surveyed the critical areas and installed army posts at crucial junctions.

He increased the number of forces to guard the fort. He also supplied new gunf> and

rifles to the soldiers. All the breaches of the fon's wall were repaired suitably. Fifteen big

guns which the Khalsa forces had snatched from the Afgans, were also got repaired and

placed inside the fort. S. Hari Singh Nalwa was cremated inside the fort and a tomb was

constructed there in his memory.
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The Last Journey

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was afflicted by an uncurable disease. All the royal doctors and

physicians tried their best but they failed to improve the health of Maharaja. He himself

realized that he could not survive for long. But he did not lost heart till end. He always

remained cheerful. Gradually his health declined and he became a bed patient. Even it

became difficult for him to sit on a chair. But mentally he was very alert and sensible. He

always kept liaison with his officers and sardars. One day he decided to address his

ministers, sardars and officers. He ordered to make arrangements for an open royal court

in the garden. All courtiers and important persons were invited. On the fixed date all

sardars attended the royal court. Maharaja Ranjit Singh reached there in a golden

palanquin. The palanquin was placed on the raised platform near his throne. Maharaja

remained inside it, but the veils were taken off. All the Sardars stood up to greet.him. One

hundred and one gun shots were fired as salutation. After some time a dead silence

prevailed all around. Then Maharaja addressing the courtiers said, "My dear Khalsa! For

the establishment of the Khalsa kingdom; what efforts and pains you have taken that

have not gone in vain. The glory and grandeur of the Khalsa kingdom, which we have

been seeing now, is all due to your hard work. I have always depended upon Satguru and

upon you. In this mortal world all have to go one day. My turn has also come. Now I hand

over you to Maharaja Kharak Singh. He is man of very good nature. He will always care

about your welfare." Hearing these words of Maharaja all the sardars became sad and

sober. Then Maharaja asked Kanwar Kharak Singh to sit on the throne which was kept

near his palanquin. When Kanwar Kharak Singh sat on the throne, all the attendants

greeted him with a loud ovatiofl. After that the courtiers and sardars presented gifts to

Maharaja Kharak Singh. Then Maharaja Ranjit Singh awarded robes of honour to his

courtiers according to their ranks.

After the coronation ceremony of Maharaja Kharak Singh, the health of Maharaja

Ranjit Singh further deteriorated. The people were praying for the health of Maharaja in

Gurdwaras, Temples and Mosques. The royal treasurers were distributing money and

food to the poor.

At last on June 27, 1839 A.D. Maharaja Ranjit Singh completing his last journey left

this mortal world. Next day his body was cremated. People from far and near had reached

there to pay homage to their beloved king. All were shedding tears as if their very near

relative had died.
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Graciousness ofMaharaja

The Maharaja was very generous and kind hearted. It was a fact that the Muslim

rulers were never sparing their opponents: The least punishment, they awarded to their

enemies, was death. But Maharaja never killed his enemy. He won many Muslim states,

but when the ruler apologized, he again appointed him the Governor of his state. He

conquered Peshawar, but when Barkzais confessed their defiance and assured him to be

loyal to him in future, he again made him the administrator of Peshawar. During the

reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh the killings and sentence of death were rare. Nawab

Qutabdin of Kasur had transgressed a great offence and his crime was unpardonable. But

Maharaja not only pardoned him but also offered him a big piece of land for his

livelihood. Maharaja's domestic life was also very peaceful. He was never enraged at

trines. Even al some occasions the offenders were rewarded.

One day Maharaja was going outside the city with his courtiers. On their way some

children were plucking bers from a ber-tree. As the Ber tree bears thorns, therefore they

were not climbing the tree, but instead were throwing stones towards the fruits inorder

to make them fall on the earth. When Maharaja's horse reached near the ber-tree, one

stone hit the horse of the Maharaja. The horse startled and Maharaja tightened the reins

in order to keep lhe horse in command. When the soldiers saw this act of the children,

they caught and thrashed them. But Maharaja atonce intervened and asked his soldiers

not to beat the boys. Then he dismo~nted from his horse and asked the children, "Were

you throwing the stones." "Yes Sir", one boy answered. "Why were you stoning me?"

"No Sir, we were not throwing stones towards you. We were throwing the stones towards

the ber-tree" the children replied.

"What do you gel by lonmg the ber tree?" Maharaja asked politely.

"When we throw stone toward~ ber tree we get sweet bers."

Maharaja was very pleased to hear this answer of the children. He atonce summoned

his treasurer and said, "By stoning the ber tree these boys get sweet bers, but by stoning

me what they ha\'e received ?" They should also get some valuable reward by stoning a

king. Therefore give each child ten golden Mohars."

The treasurer called all the children and ga\'e each one ten golden Mohars.

All the courtiers and attendants were confounded to hear such a decision of Maharaja

Ranjit Singh.
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Love for the Common Folk

Maharaja had great affectlon for his subject. We can not cite any example from the

kings of India, who had so much love for the common folk. Whenever he was seeing his

subject in distress, he hepled them promptly. Once the long drought was followed by months

of famine. There was extreme scarcity of food 10 the country. Maharaja ordered his stOre

keeper to distribute grains to the poor. He asked them to give one maund ofgram to every

householder.

In one house one old man and his grandson were living. When they heard about thIS,

they took their one bed sheet and went toward the store. Though the old man was very

weak, but he also tied one maund ofgrain in his bed sheet. But when he asked one man to

help him in lifting the bundle, he could not lift the bundle even one inch from the ground.

In a very helpless condition he sat on the ground. Neither he wanted to leave the grains

nor he could carry it to his house.

At that time Maharaja Ranjit Singh had come to visit the store. He had disguised

himself in such a way that nobody could recognise him. He saw the miserable condition of

the old man. He met the old man and said, "Father if it is difficult for you to carry the

bundle at home, let me help you. I will carry it to your house. Please guide me to your

house." Hearing this old man fel t very happy and showered a rain ofblessings on Maharaja.

In the mean while Maharaja lifted his load and placing it on his head followed the old man

and his grandson. While old man was walking he was saying in loud voice, "God may bless

you with long life and good health. In this dark Kalyug still live such godly men like you.

I am very pleased to see it that still there is no dearth of good men."

Reaching the house of the old man, Maharaja placed his load in the room of the old

man and himselfremrned back. When he came out of his house, two constables recognized

Maharaja Ranjit Singh. They dismounted from their horses and stOod aside with great

respect. But they did not show that they had recognised the king. Then they called the old

man and said, "Who was this man who has left your house?"

"I have not seen him earlier, he seems to be a saintly man, who has helped me in

bringing one maund of grains to my house."

"0 oldman he was Maharaja Ranjit Singh."

"What !" The old man was so bewildered that he glared ruthlessly towards the

constables.

(68)
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Touchstone

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was a very generous donar. Instead ofpunishing the defaulter

he was gifting them landed property and money. Due to his benevolency the people called

him Touchstone (Paaras).

One day an old woman of Lahore heard that Maharaja was passing through her bazar

that day. Some one had told her that Maharaja was touchstone. Iron turns into gold by the

touch of Maharaja. The old woman was very poor and very few things were in her home.

She had one earthen pitcher for keeping water, one earthen pitcher for keeping floor and

one round iron plate to bake breads. The old woman had firm belief that iron touched

with touchstone (Maharaja) converts into Gold. She made up her mind that she must

touch her iron plate with Maharaja when he would pass through the bazar that day. She

imagined, "When my plate converts into gold, I will sell it and after getting thousands of

rupees as its value, would lead a very comfortable life."

Thinking this she wrapped the black iron plate in a cloth and proceeded towards bazar'

and reaching there she stood at the very junction of the bazar through which Maharaja had

to pass. When the time of Maharaja's arrival approached, the people stood in bazar making

lines so that they might have glimpse ofMaharaja. The common folk believed that sight of

Maharaja brings treasures ofwealth in one's house. When the horse ofMaharaja approached

near, the old woman ran with black iron plate in her hand. She shouted, "Maharaja Ii stop,

Maharaja Ii stop for a while."

When Maharaja saw an old woman running towards him he stopped his horse and

said, "Tell mother, what do you want to say?" The old woman did not utter any word but

instead approaching near Maharaja began to rub her black iron plate with the feet of

Maharaja. But when the attendants ofMaharaja saw such an act ofold woman, they atonce

pushed her back. Maharaja asked his attendants to release the old woman. Then Maharaja

said, "Mother! What have you done? Why have you rubbed the black iron plate with my

feet?" The old woman bowed before the Maharaja and said, ''All the people say that Maharaja

is Paaras (touchstone) if iron touches him, it becomes gold. I am very poor woman. There

is no one to help me in this old age, that is I wantecl to convert my iron plate into gold so

that I could lead happy old life."

Maharaja was very pleased to hear these words of the old woman and laughed loudly.

He aronce called his treasurer and asked him to give the woman the gold equal to the

weight of the iron plate. The treasurer took a scale and gave the old woman gold equal to

the weight of iron plate. The old woman felt very happy getting so much gold. The people

were amazed to see this act of Maharaja.

(70)
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A Unique Portrait

Maharaja was a very religious person and he had a great devotion for the Gurus. What

he had done for the Sikh religion, is beyond description. He got constructed all the

important historical Gurdwaras. He had such attachment for the Gurus that wheneve~he

was offered some precious gifts from other rulers; he always presented that gift before.
Guru Granth Sahib at Harimandar Sahib, Amritsar.

Once a canopy which was made of dark red velvet embroidered in gold and embeded

with precious pearls and diamonds, was gifted to Maharaja by the Nawab of Hyderabad

as a token of mutual appreciation and friendship. The canopy was spread over for the

reception of Maharaja. When Maharaja saw the splendour of the canopy he atonce

presented it to Harimandir Sahib.

There is another example which confirms the great love of the Maharaja for the

Gurus.

It is said once a famous foreign painter visited Lahore. He was so famous that Rajaas

and Nawabs were inviting him to make their portraits. But when that artist told Maharaja

Ranjit Singh that he wanted to make hiS portrait, Maharaja declined bluntly. The artist

met the influential courtiers of Maharaja and requested them. to appease Maharaja for

drawing up his portrait. But Maharaja paid no heed towards their advice.

At last he agreed but he put up a.condition. He said, "1 am ready for the portrait, but

it should be drawn in such a way that on my throne a picture of Guru Nanak must be

placed and I should be bowing before the picture in such a way that my head touching the

feet of the Guru." But the artist said, "Sir, In such a posture, I would not be able to show

your face and portrait will remain incomplete." Maharaja ordered, "First make this

portrait and after that make another one. Make the second portrait In such a posture that

picture of Guru Nanak De\' Ii must be placed on my throne and I should be standing

before it with folded hands in a gesture of praying. The artist accepted the suggestions of

the Maharaja and made his t\\'O large sized portraits.

Maharaja kept these two portraits in his Dewan Hall where he used to meet the

visitors. One English traveller Mr. Bar writes in his travelogue, "When in 1839 A.D. 1

visited the palace of Maharaja 1 saw those two portraits decorated in his visitor's room.

These portraits were marvellous· and spectacular models of paintings."

(74)





Maharaja Kharak Singh

Maharaja Kharak Singh was born in 1802 A.D. He was eldest son of Maharaja Ranjit

Singh and Maharani Raj Kaur. Maharaja was so pleased to hear the news ofthe birth ofhis

son, that he distributed countless wealth to the poor. All the soldiers ofLahore were given

one golden necklace. Maharaja ordered treasurer Karm Singh to please the poor. The

Akhand Paath of Guru Granth was recited continuously for forty days. After the ending

ceremony of uninterrupted reciting of Guru Granth Sahib, Bhai Ram Singh performed

the rites of giving name to the child. The first word of Mukhvaak came 'Kh', so child was

named Kharak Singh with the approval of the parents and congregation.

Maharaja appointed highly qualified teachers for his study. Suitable arrangements were

made for training of weapons. He grew up to be very brave and fearless warrior like his

father. He led the Khalsa Army during the battles of Kashmir and Peshawar. In Kashmir

Jabaar Khan fought very bravely but he could not face Kharak Singh. In that battle the

Afgans were annihilated. Sardar Jabaar Khan was wounded and he fled towards Afganistan.

Maharaja Kharak Singh entered the city ofSrinagar in 23rd Haar Samvat 1876 B.K. (1819

A.D.) with great pomp and show.

After conquering Kashmir when Kharak Singh reached Lahore; a long procession of

elephants marched around the city. Maharaja Kharak Singh was married to Rani Chand

Kaur daughter of Sardar Jaimal Singh Ghanaihya of Fatehgarh in 1812 A.D. Maharaja

Ranjit Singh appointed him his successor during his life time. When Maharaja Ranjit

Singh passed away on 27th June 1839 A.D. Maharaja Kharak Singh enthroned. Though

Maharaja Kharak Singh was very wise and brave, he lacked qualities ofa good administrator,

due to which he had to suffer later on. Dogra Minister Dhian Singh had no regard for him.

After the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, he was always planning to make his son as

Maharaja of Khalsa kingdom. Instead of helping Maharaja Kharak Singh, he was always

thinking ofdemeaning and abasing his character. Maharaja had a great faith on Chet Singh

Bajwa. When Dhian Singh found the influence of Chet Singh Bajwa was increasing

gradually, he killed Chet Singh and made it known every where that Chet Singh Bajwa had

links with the English Govt., so due to that Maharaja had killed him.

Then he plotted another rumour that Maharaja Kharak Singh wanted to hand over his

kingdom to English Government. He also instigated Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh and made

him enemy of his father. Dhian Singh -had many faithful servants. Through them he

poisoned Maharaja Kharak Singh. Due that the health of Maharaja deteriorated day by

day and he died on 5th November, 1840, when he was merely of thirty eight years old.

(76)
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Maharaja Sher Singh

Maharaja her Singh was born on 4th December, 1807 A.D. Maharani Mehtab Kaur

daughter of Maharani Sada Kaur gave birth to him. He got his education in the famous

school of Mian Waddaa. He learnt efficiently Gurmukhi and Persian with in few years. In

his childhood he worked very hard and made his body very athletic and elastic; due to

which he proved to be a brave fighter in the battle field. During the war he could ride a

horse even for hundred miles. Many times it became very difficult for his companions to

follow him. He was so brave that he always invaded the enemy keeping himself ahead of

his army. Be set an example in history, when he crushed and defeated the Pathans of

Khatkaan In 1823 A.D. He challenged lind killed Sayyad Ahmed Shah Brelwi in the battle

of Balakor. When Dogra Dhian Singh killed Maharaja Kharak SIngh and Kanwar Nau

ihal Singh deceitfully, then real successor was Kanwar Sher Singh. Maharani Chand

Kaur, wife of Maharaja Kharak Singh, took state administration under her command for a

hnef penod, but the army generals planned that Kanwar Sher Singh should be made the

Maharaja of Punjab. At that time Kanwar Sher Singh was at Batala. Army Generals met

him there and persuaded him to lead the nation. Kanwar Sher Singh marched towards the

fort of Lahore and with the help of Khalsa army captured the fort. He was declared as

Maharaja of Punjab on 27th January, 1841 A.D. During the coronation ceremony, Giani

Gurmukh Singh recited the Ardaas and S. Bikram Singh guided him towards the royal

throne amidst great ovation and cheers. Baba Sahib Singh Bedi applied the saffron tilak

on the forehead of ,\1.ahara)a Sher Singh.

After assuming kingship, Maharaja her Singh minted cOIns on his name and

conquering Tibet and China again, annexed It to Khalsa kingdom. But when the English

Government perceived about the bravery of Sher S.ingh they got frightened. As AJit SIngh

Sandhawalla and Lehna Singh andhawalia were agaInst Maharaja Sher Singh, they left

Lahore and reached the English terntory. The English officials instigated them that if

they kill .\1aharaja her Singh, they would be rewarded with the kingdom of Punjab. The

Engli h offiCials sent their agent to meet .\1.aharaja Sher Singh. The agent persuaded

Maharaja to pardon Sandhawallas. Maharaja agreed and Sandhawalia brothers reached

Lahore. With In months they achieved "ery important places In Khalsa kingdom. Then

they started to find the suitable opportunity to kill Maharaja. They also Included Dogra

Dhian Singh In their conspiracy. One day Dogra Dhian Singh requested Maharaja to inspect

the new ral ed regiment of Sandhawalia Sardars. When .\1aharaja reached their for

inspection, then ..\jll Singh Sandhawalia while presenting one rifle to .\1aharaja, fired and

killed the .\1aharaja in cold blood.

(80)
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Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh

Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh was born on 11th February, 1820 A.D. Maharaja Kharak

Singh and Maharani Chand Kaur were his father and mother. When be grew up, Bbai Sant

S10gh was deputed to impart him religious education. For political and military uaining,

S. Lehna Singh Majithia, S. Hari Singh Nalwa and General Vantura were appointed to

give him the proper training. The prince was very active and intelligent and was learning

the training very comfortably. He became a good horse rider and archer with in few years.

He was himself taking part in the daily parade~ and was modernizing the techOlque of

marching processes. He proved to be a very brave and active general in his very early age.

When the ruler of Pe hawar Sultan Mohammad Khan rebelled and refused to pay the

revenue, then .\1aharaja Ranjn Singh decided to attack Peshawar. Prince Nau ihal Singh

was appointed commander of the army of 40 000 on 5th April, 1834 A.D. Next day he

marched towards Peshawar. The ruler ofPeshawar was also mak10g appropnate preparations

to repulse the attack of MaharaJa. But Prince Nau ihal SlOgh led the Khalsa army so

tacllcally, that it entered the city without an~' resl tance. But 10Slde the city a fierce battle

was fought and pnnce au Nihal SlOgh I\'on the battle.

The prince was mamed to daughter of ham IOgh Attanwala on 23rd Phagan

Samvat 1893 (March 1837). After the death of Maharaja Ranjn SlOgh, MaharaJa Kharak

Singh inherited the throne of hi father He appointed Dogra Dhian Singh a hIS pnme

minis~er. Dhlan IOgh Dogra was a very ambll101.l$ man. He cooperated Maharaja Kharak

Singh for a brief period and then turned to be hIS enemy. He planned that after kllllOg all

rhe kings and hell' apparent., he would make hI 01\'0 son as .\1.aharala ofPun)ab. He alfed

a false news that .\lahara)a Kharak IOgh wanted to hand O\'er Khalsa kingdom to the

Enghsh Government This nel\' he al II told to Prince Nau Nlhal SlOgh and instigated

hIm against his father. Prince. au . 'Ihal ingh became enemy of hi father. Dunng that

period he killed one faithful frit:nd of .\laharaja Kharak Singh. After that he got poi oned

Kharak SlOgh lhrough hi fanhful servant. Due to poisoning .\laharala Kharak S10gh

died 5th November, 1840 A.D..\laharala Kharak 510gh was cremated on that day.

Perform109 all last rites when the member, of the r0yal family left that place then .\1ian

Udham SIngh told Pnnce. 'au. 'ihal Singh about his coronati0n eremony. Prince went

towards the fon on foot and when he reached near the Deorhi. the arch of the Deorhi fell

on Prince 'au. ihal Singh. Dhlan . IOgh Dogra atonce ordered hi men to bnng a palanquin

and placing 10jured Pnn e 10 n, took it towards the fon and killed hIm there. So the

prince who W2 eagerly awaiting the coronatirJO ceremony fell in the palanquin of death. A

brave general recel\'ed such an end.
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Maharaja Dalip Singh

Maharaja Dalip Singh was born in September 1837 A.D. His mother Maharani Jind

Kaur was the daughter ofan officer in charge of royal kennels. She was married to Maharaja

Ranjit Singh in 1835 A.D.

Annihilating the Sandhiawala Sardars Raja Hira Singh Dogra increased his influence

In Khalsa Army. With the approval of influential Sardars he decided Prince Dalip Singh

to be proclaimed as Maharaja. Ranjit Singh had great love for Maharani Jind Kaur and

Prince Dalip Singh. All the Sardars were very happy to make prince DalIp Singh as Maharaja

of Punjab.

On 18th September, 1843 A.D. a Royal Darbar was held infront of forr of Lahore.

Maharaja Dalip Singh was coronated in this Darbar. Raja Hira Singh himself became the

prime minister. But later on Hira Singh became enemy of Maharaja Dalip Singh and with

the help of Pandit Jalla planned to kill Maharani Jind Kaur and Maharaja Dalip Singh;

and to enthrone Kanwar Shivdev Singh son ofMaharaja Sher Singh, so that his supermacy

might not diminish. But the heads of Khalsa army got the secret information and they

killed Raja Hira Singh and Pandit Jalia and installed S. Jawahar Singh Aulakh brother of

Maharani Jind Kaur as the new prime minister. But S. Jawahar Singh also could not lIve

longer and was killed by his opponents.

After the death of S. Jawahar Singh, when Maharani Jind Kaur found that Done was

ready to become the prime minister, she herself became the adVisor ofher son and with the

help ofhis officials ran the administration. But hard times of Sikh Kmgdom were not over

yet. In those days two Brahmins of UP. baptised Sikhism and enrolled in the Sikh army.

Due to their conceitedness they rose to the rank ofgenerals very soon. These two Brahmms

named Misar Tej Singh and Mlsar Laal Singh wanted to keep the Sikh army under their

paw, but Khalsa army was not ready to accept their subordination. These two Misars met

the English authorities and hatched a conspiracy. The English offiCials assured them that

they would be rewarded according to their contribution. Then the e Misars began to

instigate the Sikh Sardars against the English and excited them to such an extent that ikh

army invaded Mudki city, but were defeated due to cunningness of these two .generals.

Gradually the English captured the Panjab and Maharaja Dalip Singh was pen IOned and

Dr. Login was appointed his governor. Maharani Jmd Kaur was banished. Dr. Login

persuaded Maharaja Dalip Singh to go to England. Maharaja agreed and had his education

in England. But when he attained maturity and became adult, he asked to restore his

kingdom but they did not care about it, as they ha~ alread got a written deed from him in

theIr favour. Maharaja died on 23rd October, 1883 A.D. In jl Hotelm Pans.

(86)





GeneralB ri alwa

S. Hari SiDah Nalwa was bom in 1791 A.D. at Gujrunwaia. His father S. Gurdial

Singh Uppal was Kumedan in the army ofMahanja Raojit Singh.

At the age of ixteen, Harl Singh became expert in the art of IWOrdm'Dsbip, archery

and hone riding. Maharaja Ranjit Singh U8ed to bold athletic competitions during the

Duaebra and Buant festivals and he bimselfwas distributing the prizes. Once Hari Singh

also took pan in these competitions. He showed such feats ofwarfare that Mabiraja Ranjit

Singh was dazzled to see it. He called Hari Singh in his Darbar and presented him a precious

golden necklace. WhC!!D Maharaja heard that he was the IOn ofKumedan Gurdial Singh, he

was very pleued and decided to keep Harl Singh with him.

Whenever Maharaja was going on hunting expedition, he U8ed to take Harl Singh

with him. One day when Mahanja was playing the pme ofbunting, then in deep jungles

a lion uddenly attacked Hari Singh. The attack was 50 fast that Hari Singh was unable to

unsheath his sword. But he did not fear and held the lion in his bands and throwing him

away, unsheathed his sword and cut the lion in two pieces. On that day one painter was

also in their squad. Maharaja was 50 pleaed to see that act ofbravery ofHarl Singh, that he

asked the painter to make a ponrait ofthat scene. There is a story that Raja 'NaI' killed a

lion in such a way..Hari Singh killed. So remembering that story Maharaja said, "You are

my Nalwa Sardar." Since that day word 'Nalwa' became a pan o(the name ofHari Singh.

On that day Maharaja held the Darbar and appreciating Harl Singh, appointed him as

commander of the Sher-Oil rqiment. When Hari Singh Nalwa was sent to conquer the

fon of Attak,·thcn Hari Singh Nalwa led his Sher-Oil rqiment and conquered the fon

with in few da,.. In the conquest ofKuhmir, Hari Singh Nalwa played a great role. After

the victory ofKlsbmir, Maharaja Raojit SiDah appointed Hari Singh Nalwa as Governor

ofK8shmir, IS a token ofhis services.

In the battle ofJamraud, when Mahan Singh was encircled by the troops ofAfpns, be

asked Nalwa for help. On getting the information he reached there and invaded the Afgan

forces from behind. When Mpn forces found that Hari Singh Nalwa bad reached there,

they were 50 frightened that they fled away awfully. When Hari Singh Nalwa, chasing the

Afgans, reached near 'DarrG KJuzibar', IOIDC bidden Pathaas fired at him. He was badly

injured and returned back in the fon. Due to those wounds he died in that fort. When

Maharaja Raojit Singh heard the news ofthe martyrdom ofSardar Nalwa, he also reached

there. In that fon a tomb was constructed in his memory by the MaharajL On that tomb

the date ofhis martyrdom is written IS 30th April, 1837 A.D.
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General Sham Singh Attariwala

S. Sham Singh was born in the house ofS. Nihal Singh in 1786 A.D. Though his father

was very rich but he was fearless, brave, guileless and sincere. Sham Singh learnt his primary

education from his father. As he was very expen in weapon training so his father decided

to enroll him in the army ofMaharaja Ranjit Singh. Maharaja appointed him commander

of a regiment. While as a commander he took pm in many battles. He was so brave and

tactful that Maharaja was very impressed to see his warfare. He rose to the rank ofgeneral
very soon. Maharaja had a great regard and love for him.

After the conquest of Peshawar, Maharaja Ranjit Singh proposed him to marry his

daughter to his grandson Prince Nau Nihal Singh. Sham Singh agreed and his daughter

Miss Nanaki was betrothed to Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh. Next year he married his daughter

with great splendour and prowess. When Maharaja Ranjit Singh passed away then Maharaja

Kharak Singh sat on the throne, but became the victim of conspiracies of Dogras. In due

course Maharaja Kharak Singh and Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh were killed. Sham Singh

had to bear these two big blows. When Hira Singh Dogra seated Maharaja Dalip Singh on

the throne, then a ray ofhope shone that Maharani lind Kaur might tie the broken threads

and stable government would be established, but intrigues ofDogras and Misras annihilated

the Sikh kingdom. Misar Tej Singh and Misar Lal Singh were agents of the English

government and they instigated the Sikh leaders to fight against the English government.

Maharani lind Kaur and Sham Singh Attariwala were against the war, but when the Sikhs

due to conceitedness ofMisan, suffered defeats in the battles, Maharani lind Kaur sent for

General Sham Singh Anariwala. At that time though Sham Singh AttariWala was an old

man, but he atonce complied the message of the Maharani and reached the battle-field.

There when he inspected the deployment of the Khalsa forces he was astonished to see

that Misar Tej Singh and Misar Lal Singh had made such an entrenchment that there were

no chances ofvictory. First he hesitated to take the command of Khalsa forces under such

deplorable conditions but when he realized that Khalsa kingdom was in danger, he vowed

to do any type ofsacrifice that his country demanded from him. Next day Sham Singh got

up early in the morning. He took bath and wore his white dress and mounting his white

mare, drove to encourage the Sikhs. Sham Singh led the army and they attacked the enemy

in such a way that English forces were fleeing like flies. But after some time they heard

that forces led by Tej Singh and Lal Singh had retreated. When Sham Singh heard about it

then he vowed he would not move an inch behind. He encouraged his companions and

they·marched forward and entered the 50th field regiment. They thrashed the enemy forces

like cats and dogs. But while he was marching forward he was bit by five bullets and fell

from his mare. Though he laid down his life, but he kept his vow.
(92)
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Akali Phoola Singh

Akali Phoola Singh was born in 1818 B.K. (1751 A.D.). His father S. Ishar Singh was

an officer in the Misil of Nishanchian. When Ahmad Shah Abdali invaded India for the

sixth time then all the Sikh Misils opposed him persistently. In that battle father of Akali

Phoola Singh was severely wounded. When all the hopes of his recOVery elapsed then he

handed him over to head of the Misil,Jathedar Narain Singh. Akali Phoola Singh was very

promising and intelligent in his childhood. He learnt Punjabi from Jathedar Narain Singh

and became expert in it in his early age. He learnt by heart the Nit-Nem when he was mere

ten years old. At the age of fifteen years he became expert in the arts of horse-riding,

swordsmanship, archery and warfare. In those days the Sikhs had to face the arduous

expeditions constantly and perpetually, so Phoola Singh was forced to take part in these

battles in his early age. Due to his bravery and honesty he was appointed as the head ofhis

Misil. After assuming the headship, he left Anandpur Sahib and shifted to Amritsar and

cleaned the holy tank through manual service. He also got repaired the Gurdwaras and

reinstated the old tradition. Due to his holy character, high ideals and love for Sikhism, he

was appointed as Jathedar of Sri Akaal Takhat Sahib.

In the conquest ofPeshawar, AkaIi's contribution was above all. When the Afgan forces

came out of their trenches, Akali Phoola Singh used such tactics that the army of Afgans

was totally annihilated. In the victory ofKashmir, Akali Phoola Singh showed rare feats of

bravery. When Akali Phoola Singh returned back to Amritsar after the conquest of Kashmir,

there was great zeal, enthusiasm and rejoicing-in the city. When in Peshawar the situation

oflaw and order was in a very confused state, then Maharaja determined to conquer Peshawar

again. When Akali Phoola Singh heard about this then he also reached there with his

Akali army. In the battlefield Akali Phoola Singh was leading his Akali army riding on an

elephant. His army was marching forward crushing the enemy forces. At one junction,

when Akali Phoola Singh asked his elephant keeper to turn the elephant to another side,

then an Afgan who was hidden behind a rock, fired gun shots towards Akali Phoola Singh.

Three bullets hit him and he was seriously wounded. One bullet hit the elephant driver

and he fell on the ground. Akali Phoola Singh was dismounted from the elephant and in a

palanquin, was shifted to a safe place. Though the condition of Akali Phoola Singh was

deteriorating but stilI he was in high spirits. He asked his army to proceed forward. When

Maharaja rushed to see him, he bade Maharaja his last salute and left this world.

Maharaja cr~mated him according to the royal tradition and also built there a tomb in

his memory.
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