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g6 € 99 Uer g9t 52| feg
39 fa gaa ur & fy= ot e
el 7 M3 et gy =t
AEaEt 9= wifyg dEs
nifggnit & dteaQergrter 7
few 39 fexr =ra a3 & e
Ua»rﬁ-!?wwaﬁf‘?h{ru?m
wfwme’rfamrrwwszr
aa?zrmfmrmfmnww

&SR SANT Yg U .. (e 11 & )

UHTIHT &t e §; Gn &t figr
9 8w & fagare 3 Aaare mav
wmﬁ@ﬁalmmmﬁm
#t BF & fier = mv g3
Wmﬁﬁeﬁw
Jﬁwwwa’ua@
Haflfem%r?tmava?me’r
weg Senfour fapyr 3 net
TS MEAT I I TR yz T
WUHHE'UTIWHFHHTFUE#T
ﬁ?uwuwmiévmam

S A9 ys fene mows
mnmffrmrmrramvara
die Afow # utar Seatert
At dag I a3t WETF{T

fere FrovE Seoitnt| o9 ow
wfevwﬁ*mmm&ra#rﬁ
@?mlwmfen@r
Jgdt few Jearige ity faw 25

<t 970 919 &7 fen 997 st o9
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g gT ®er ‘Afsa’ HIemT
FIET FG |

35 a75d v= w & fiu sfos
T e 85 & fer & »iar 395 &F
T gEnieE Afdg eT U T a,
oy &3t

g #are AT (A& 1504-
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WyE Weg AHET §oT 31 gy
Gerage 24 ¢
(1) At gse afenr,
R fag asfT fega 1l
TBE A9 & 7St
IH A=Eead ||
(99 Jjg 7fgg, 2t2)
(2) @9 g+l ug fa=s,
H& &aT, 3% 8311
aod, g9 a9y
W& T 39 & Sus,
MeT & AT afg |1l
(J[5- J1F A'lo", 92329)
[T : HEY &7 HE ™6 J&T
HIT™®) awnﬁafme’rﬁa

nae g At & Ouos SZ nSar
& 9 TTat Tt uGEiT 5 TE
a9 fagr|
(2) Jraudt feut e feam 3
ygg

993 fe¥ FAlgs’ & o=-
Tet ¥ gu few rfenr grer A,
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farur w1t | femmrs-tzat § &5
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Hda™d &at At afe fapur 1 garst
309 T W™ HaYT (F913F) W
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A9Td BET v BT ©F §5T (AT
g8 § Tefmr| Ig s

S JEUHT TIIHET &
a'a'sﬁm%ahfwmkauﬁﬁ
fefggrrae gat o grusT
History of the Sikh Gurus € UaT
113-114 '3 foue 75 -

“Guru Angad beautified the
Lande alphabets by giving them
better shape...The new script
came to be called Gurmukhi,
meaning it came from the mouth
of the Guru.”
feg w2 fegma fem 337 yore
FIC TS

“gagut—yaret g5t <t
TISHBT 7 HgeT M et 3

fose wet ag Rt (W 317 ﬁ#%mmjmﬁ fomt T ﬁm Fgﬂﬂmm .
a5w | I I faat we wrggr Do doni et fegfedl Gy EEEEaAT S fod, e
o 7 ot e & 2 B € 9 () ot <SS 5 R e
&% fo St & w9t 3] As I WoEest feut feufalmre  OF StuT e fegtat vt feg
(3) 7 8 miar nmibi, % | &femit feg 79 &t ms  fout AT Aot O :
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s g & w9, €919 7 AE | qumﬁfmﬁﬁf@vm
wiar TP AfE (tyg) i8St gar fou ol mfgg  © AT wIs T3 | Bfeesd
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HH;:r sy F@“y 383) WIF MHT gaT fog GiC) (Primers) fou/fgue 3 &3
WH'FKT@'W 35 O AT ¥ Tat ‘Ut (fgT SISHTST T n0Har a8 »ag ge
2 T @ 832-838) ¥ few 3fw @r ygr  fd3 (Mottoes) =t fauzre :
fewfs ar a8 a€ust, BareT 7 for araudt »iug &5 ay “Guru Angad like professor
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afes ar ¥y fom@ |1l "Wyg IF I5, I IS IY primers for children, and he
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(5) a8¥ dlow Far 3, UAEt g @ fewsts femw of mottoes and moral maxims
Tg st feg wifa Il g9 feg-Hz g5 fa oyt  which accompany the letters of
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<l 993 & ge-feuerat @ Hat
3 féar ygr= ufenr fq G5t &

diftees & “diffeud” Ir< “9a
<t SOt FfT & FEHTmT |

(5) Ag-Ug € fegag &
H3H II& Bt B9

e fefomrs @ gar feg =t
91979 Wed Ara3-uTg er fegagr
W%!@%ﬁ—uﬁﬂémw
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Al | fer gt &O9 & M 7537
NeT IWIF T ITUSHAT T
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3T
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fogg gat wgat wti fes, few
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THT ot vig @ =gz orfeiw
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g Uit 59 75,
fr w9t &€ ug=ti
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&g Ot ygr a=% iy gon
feg gt vt (3 9) Ifen Bt fer &
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w3 fen € fondus & Svaw
i
(6) H® MU' T gagigaT
93T AHTH »ied TaWl &g
" g fen &t s & fufewr
FIH AHSE A A Batarag
feu mAzT e3 & 9=-F3 feu
Wige T RETS It Uer &at ger|
iAot RS € ugat ot Aetit &t
ISHT T F95 ¥ 7S 19T o
1% & AHY &4t 7S Fa fd Hegs
3 »Jar Fatg few ¢t Fa=T vs
fo=™ a9 Aer 71
319 ATfISTs §7 HaRE Moy
T HYAMI BT AU fea aasT
A, fram set Aele, wranr I vs
St HREST S BETE AT IgeETeT
g us, fegg 3 s g &
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HAlgd mdar3T, IgRat I
HAYST ®et 9g nigre g2 it &
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wfee ferr st qt fefgomas
3T Aoz fiw (fefsom g fity,
UsT 23) feue g5—feg (aust-
WyT3) feq 39T gaSt I HESt &
fimee 25 fea g faor g
At, fam araw few &0t foug =t
SurTet AT It Ht P _

fsgg® »3 fagse 0= =
HES 19 HaTe &< 11 & fegag-
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HIATT Hot UTH 3w ©F Har
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E}%mm@trusam&mfeuam
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& g 4fm™ a7 YU 3T 77
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IHIMT Sa=T 94 A 18T oy
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UG5S ST @R eT Jg 3BT
SIHE I ouTfopnr Igg A 3 53
uled, fasgd3r 3 =8 378
gofen—ay faost g
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feg fa@ =z et /At 7 feo g9
HE o Ny 993 HafHeT gfeur
3 95 g8 wet fuvm viatt 1grg At
s ER & oAy feg afo &
yer o §e &< = Quen g

39 Al & feq 39 Vg 3 =t
AYTEl T 49 HaT feg g &
Quen fear /it 185t = fox ity
W% AT grt At Ifeder @r e vs
feg gaor gfour fa St dies
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feg gty 7t uny T immue fen
fa ot sfeast et §v g 7t
yw mfenri g 7 & B8R &
e fa &9, TaT, g8 7
»HIHTITT 995 BEt BIT &9
F9at Ivotet, AT g9t
ﬁgrfa{rzmi‘awa?rw
ot Fgat st 7185 Guen
fdgr fa 7 aet wifgwraret A
one fenast I w3 e8is &t
3w & iy 3t €9 & ofeme
&5 FUST Ut Ho Y T Ead 9|

aaﬂ?;lfweww;ﬁm

feo =t A< 39|

firtus @on fRw (fAy
gw=Tat, MUF 2004, U&T 11)
WMEHTE MU & fed YgTe 8T HE
1547 feg wrg @ fuist er aisT|
Ty FSIEUT BT, WY, Tatd
-9t de-ayar mife fed
e T B9 S I &6 USHYT
3 yrgar 3 95 o Quen fEaT

fen g9t fis 1548 fegnrs=T
39 or 99 a3 i fen 20 feT
wry W2 &t Aat, 33T, HASYTT,
WrEa, ¥Uat, 59, &, Har,
Wsht, & 6F uf fod o M3
It & UgE 3 §€ T ugd Aoy
Y |

af;ﬁ-amfﬁw%f{;éwfﬁw
o geT fafont fsfienr T fa
mww;ﬁamm
o mI G5t © WeH 575 131
FaTaT HETUS SSmt Sretet |

(fefzam ‘g e, ¥aT23)1

: get g grusT & = fesfmir
5 f 3g it & »iodt ygEx
TIH-Yg'd fav s e A5 16T
foue 95 :

“Guru Angad had a number
of missionaries who went about
preaching Sikhism in the
neighbourhood. One of them Paro
Julka was so enthusiastic that
Guru called him ‘Param Hans
Sikh’. The others were Jagga,
Mahiya and Narain Das. (The
Sikh Gurus, P. 114).
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Wuwwmuau#'rsr fgat graTaT I97
St 51 §7 Tt yBR § Hies € 99 439 f=9

Zifagrg Hf a7 UTBH...
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YTBHT, 919 376d ©F ft T,
J1g diffe fiw 39, I9dtes AT
€ et g9, fefaoma =
g @I g er s T IymAT €
Afgnmarad fesase ot @< J,
frr & fres 3 aidle govst
Afgnrag § ges fe3r, fAm &
HUST ATS-UI-YS8T J 53—
&Nt feg o fEar it ysar
8w gt fesawy & 9= T,
fAm BT »9g o5 s76q €< At
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95 € e8HIV feq 52 Hay &
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Guru Nanak Founded Khalsa
Guru Gobind Singh Shaped It

Most people will be
astonished to read that Guru
Nanak founded the Khalsa while
the 10th Master, Guru Gobind
Singh, shaped it. Many will
disagree. There are some facts
that need to be understoed to
comprehend this discerning
statement. What is the meaning
of ‘Khalsa’? In fact most of the
Sikhs may naively give the
answer, Khalsa means the pure.
There are thousands of entities
in this world that claim to be
pure. Is any of those pure entities
a Khalsa? The answer is no !
Then, what is Khalsa? Khalsa is
a Persian term. This term was
already in use even before Guru
Gobind Singh initiated his Sikhs
into Khalsa. The term ‘Khalsa’
means the property of the
emperor directly under his
jurisdiction. Which emperor and
what property did Guru Gobind
Singh have in mind when he
graduated his Sikhs to Khalsa?

In the times of Guru Nanak,
the morale of the Hindus (there
were no Sikhs yet) had gone so
low that people had virtually
accepted Mughal slavery. They
had completely adapted to the
dress code and life style of their
masters. Centuries of repression
had turned people into impostors,
cheats and sycophants. On the

fanaticism was being enforced
by humiliating Hindus. According
to Muslim ideals, Hindus were to
be their slaves. During the Khilji
regime, if a Hindu refused to
submit to Islam, he was
imprisoned and or subjected to
excruciating torture leading to
death. As a result, Hindus were
resigned to Muslim enslavement.
On the other hand, high caste
Hindus (Brahmins) were treating
their low caste brethren as their
scapegoats. They had divided
Hindus intc many sub-categories
such as Kshatrias, Vaishas and
Shoodras. Islamic ideology was
not only inimical to Hinduism,
but also prejudicial to Muslim
women. A Muslim woman’s
freedom was confined to the four
walls of the house. Women could
only come out clad in burga
(black cloth covering theirfaces).
Birth of a female in a Muslim
family was considered an
unfortunate happening.

Day light lootings and
dacoities were a common thing.
Like nowadays in India, the
political situation had deteriorated
to the extent of open bigotry,
bribery, and nepotism. Corruption
in the social system was at its
peak. Rulers were like blocd-
sucking beasts. Public servants
were like mongrels.

[S. Jasbir Singh, Canada]

Hindu ideologies had sunk to
very low levels, There was need
for revolutionary thinking—
thinking that could shake up
both the victims and their
victimisers, new idealism that
could instil people’s confidence
to change their thinking and
outlook, where the suppressed
are pulled out of their deep
gloom. They must revolt against
the tyranny of their oppressors.
How does one transform a weak
cowardly group of individuals
into a new revolutionary breed?
Before we prepare to answer
this, it must be mentioned that a
chronic disease cannot be cured
overnight. First, a proper
diagnosis must be carried out to
detect the disease and only then
a proper cure and prevention
can be determined. Once the
problem is under control, certain
preventive measures must be
followed to avoid a recurrence of
the disease.

Guru Nanak realised that
people discriminate against one
another on the basis of faith,
race, caste, creed, gender, and
status. His medicine was five
pills of ethical life style. The first
was to practise love, not hollow
rituals. An inaividual will be
judged by his/her sincerity. In
simple words, a person is known

other hand, Mughal rulers’ Psychologically, Muslim and by what he feels, not what he/
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she says. Second, deeds alone
are valued. God will judge
individuals solely by what they
have done and full justice is
Qelivered in His court. All human
beings, regardless of their
gender, deserve equal and full
respect. Third, one must live
honestly. Honestly-earned
money is like sweet milk and
taking what is due to others is as
repulsive as pork to Muslims and
beef to Hindus. The fourth
principle was that physical
renunciation was useless.
Running away from life will solve
nothing, but living with it will.
Fifth was that service is true
worship. Correct way of worship
is serving humanity, not
worshipping stones. God must
be realised through His creation.
His existence is in every human
being and everywhere in nature.
Guru Nanak said, “my meditation
is a way of living. To live that
way, you must unconditionally
surrender to these principles.”
Guru Nanak cautioned that it is
not going to be an easy task to
follow these principles. The
essence of Guru Nanak’s
invitation translates like this:

“Only (hose who are ready to
sacrifice their lives are invited to
follow my path.

Once you follow the path,
don't hesitate to offer your head.”
Jau tau prem khelan ka chao;
Sir dhar tali gali meri aao.

78 38 Iy gse o TR
frg ufg ST Tet HEt Il

Eit marag pair dhareejai;
Sir deejai kan na keejai.
feg wafar Ug weE Il
frg ot afe & & il
(SGGS, P. 1412)
Those individuals who
decided, regardless of the
consequences, to follow Guru
Nanak's way of hfe were
known as Sikhs. ‘Sikh' means
a student or a disciple. Guru
Nanak realised that it would take
some time to cure humanity
trom the disease of
discrimination; the discrimination
based on race, caste, creed,
gender, and status. Therefore,
he decided to entrust his task to
a successor Guru. Before his
death, Guru Nanak chose Bhai
Lehna as his successor and
named him Guru Angad. To
denounce the caste and status-
based discrimination, Guru
Angad strengthenedthe tradition
of pangat (everyone sitting at
equal level in rows) and sangat
(congregation). He appointed
Mata Khivi, his wife, as head of
the free kitchen (fangar), giving
women an equal opportunity and
status to men. The third Nanak,
Guru Amar Das, made it
obligatory for all to sit together
and partake of food in the free
kitchen. In this way, he eliminated
distinctions made on the basis of
caste, creed, race, and gender.
He also developed a baoli (open
well) at his new preaching centre,
Goindwal, as a free source of
drinking water available to

everyone. Guru Ram Das, the
fourth Sikh master, laid the
foundation of the sacred Sarovar
(pond). The fifth Guru, Guru
Arjun Dev, built Harmandar
(Darbar Sahib, Amritsar) which
had doors on all sides, welcoming
people from all directions,
regardless of race, caste, creed,
and status. He compiled the first
copy of the Adi Granth, including
in it the hymns of Bhagats such
as Kabir, a low caste weaver;
Farid, a Muslim holy man;
Ravidas, a shoe maker; Namdev,
a low caste calico printer; and
others. With this deed, Guru
Arjun Dev denounced the caste
system. He accepted all names
of God, such as Allah, Ram,
Gobind, Bhagwan, Rahim and
Karim as equally valid. He
sacrificed his life for his principles.

Fearing the increasing
popularity of the Guru, both with
Hindus and Muslims, the Mughal
Emperor, Jahangir, ordered the
killing of Guru Arjun Dev. By
then, the Sikh Gurus had uplifted
the human spirit to the extent
that people who were cowards
heretofore were no more fearful
of dying for a just cause. It was
now time to revolt against the
tyranny of the ruthless Mughal
rulers. Guru Hargobind, the sixth
master, wore two swords, one
symbolizing Piri (spiritual power),
and the other symbolising Miri
(temporal power). The Guru
prepared to defend his religious .

and human rights, if need be
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with a sword. He laid the
foundation of Akal Takht to
oversee the political welfare of
his disciples. Guru Har Rai and
Guru Harkrishan further
propagated the faith. Guru Tegh
Bahadur openly revolted against
the tyrant Mughal ruler
Aurangzeb by not submitting
himself to Islam. Armed
repression of the Sikh movement
by the frustrated Mughal rulers
was now becoming more
pronounced. Guru Gobind Singh,
therefore, declared, “When all
peaceful methods fail to
change the mind of the wicked,
it is justified to pick up the
sword to save one’s honour.”
The foundation which Guru
Nanak had laid was now ready
to be transformed into the castle
of the Khalsa. Sikhs were invited
to Anandpur Sahib with arms
and horses. They were given
training in self-defence. In 1699,
the Guru called a special
gathering of the Sikhs on
Vaisakhi day (celebrated by
Sikhs each year on April 13 or 14
as the birthday of the Khalsa). In
front of a massive Sikh gathering,
the Guru raised his glittering
sword and announced that he
wanted a Sikh to offer his head
to protect righteousness. He
repeated his demand two/three
times. Daya Ram, a Khatri
(Lahore), Dharam Chand, a Jat
of Hastinapur (Delhi); Himat Das,
a washer-man; Mohkam Chand,
a calico printer; and Sahib Chand,
a barber came outinthat order,

respectively. These first five
Sikhs (three from low castas),
who offered their heads to the
Guru, became the five beloved
ones. He gave them all amrit
(holy sweet water) from the
same Batfta (iron container) and
pronounced them Panj (five)
Piaras (loved ones). A Khalsa, in
the Guru’s words, becomes a
saint-soldier of the Akal Purakh.
Guru Gobind gave them all a
common name, Singh.
Thereafter the Guru requested
those five to give amrit to him, to
make him their first disciple.
Guru Gobind Rai, after taking
amrit, became Guru Gobind
Singh. The Guru, thus, passed
on the Guruship, not to ancther
individual, but to the corporate
body of the Sikhs, and he named
it the Guru Khalsa Panth (body
of Khalsa with the same status
as the Guru). This was the
pinnacle of the denouncement of
the caste and status system.
The miracle happened. People
divided as Hindus, Muslims, low
caste and high caste started
uniting under the flag of the
Khalsa. This was the breed of
individuals Guru Nanak had
conceived. Obviously, Guru
Nanak did not want his students,
the Sikhs, to remain in grade one
of Sikhism. He wanted Sikhs to
learn and practise the principles
of Sikhism from basics to the
highest level systematically. That
is to pass one level and move on
to the next one, just like high
school graduation to college

dipioma, then to a university
degree. After a Bachelor's
degree, complete a Master's
degree. Then a Doctor of
Philosophy. Guru Nanak wanted
his Sikhs to graduate to the
ultimate degree of his teachings,
the Khalsa. Khalsa is a practical
way of life, which means you
have to score equally well in
practical as well as in theory.
Without passing your practical,
yourtheory grades mean nothing.
| call Khalsa an applied ant of
living our lives. Guru Nanak
wanted his ultimate Sikh, a
Khalsa, to practise and preach
the principle of the Khalsa to
propagate Sikhism.

In 1699, when Guru Gobind
Rai drew his glittering sword and
called for one brave Sikh to offer
his head toc save righteousness,
it was no different from what
Guru Nanak had cautioned his
Sikhs about. Neither Guru
Gobind Singh nor his sword
were bloodthirsty. He just wanted
to test those who were, at that
time, truly ready to follow the
path of Guru Nanak. Those who
passed the test, graduated to
the Khalsa. Guru Gobind Singh
affirmed that those individuals
were fully cured from the disease
ot discrimination. They will neither
discriminate against others nor
will they tolerate it. They had
completely adopted Guru
Nanak's way of life. Those brave
people were ready to fight against
any discrimination and even
ready to sacrifice their lives for
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righteousness. To those fully
cured individuals, he delivered
Guru Nanak’s final mandate in
the form of five-ks. These outer
five-ks were kesh (the uncut
hair), kirpan (a sword worn on
the left side of the body in a
sling), kachha (a particular style
of underwear), kara (iron
bracelet), and kangha (a comb).
Guru Gobind Singh’s five-ks were
and are the distinct identification
of a Khalsa. In the time of Guru
Gobind Singh, it was a matter of
lite and death to keep the Khalsa
look. The value of Guru Gobind
Singh’'s five-ks cannot be
questioned in the context of
Hindu rituals of janeo (sacred
thread) and tilak (a red spot on
the forehead) that were
condemned by Guru Nanak.
Guru Nanak condemned those
rituals because they were given
more importance than righteous
actions. That is why Guru Gobind
Singh, while translating Guru
Nanak's principles into
practicality, weighed his five-ks
equally against the righteous
actions. The five-ks represent
nothing more than a gift, a
specific dress code by Guru
Gobind Singh to the Khalsa. For
example, keeping the hair uncut
is being natural. If an individual
will not cut his hair and let them
grow naturally, guess who he will
look like?

Guru Gobind Singh, while at
Nanded, ordained 52 do’s and
don’ts that can be termed as a
set of cautions to maintain the

Khalsa way of life. Therefore,
these cautions are the preventive
measures that Guru Nanak had
envisioned in his ultimate disciple
that is a Khalsa. It is interesting
to note that tobacco and alcohal,
which Western societies are
warning against now, Guru
Gobind Singh had prohibited to
his Khalsa three hundred years
ago. Guru Gobind Singh did not
give any special status or
distinction to a Khalsa in society,
neither had he posed any
distinction between a Sikh and a
Khalsa. If some Khalsa think
that they are superior to others,
they should re-examine the’
words of Guru Gobind Singh.
Guru Gobind Singh certainly
gave one distinction to the
Khalsa. That distinction is in the
membership of the Khalsa. A
person certainly does not
become bad by relinquishing the
five-ks, but definitely ceases his
membership of the Khalsa. The
Guru clearly said :

Rahini rahe soee Sikh mera...

He alone is my Sikh, who
observes the rahit.

If Guru Gobind Singh thought
of the Khalsa as superior to the
rest of the Sikhs or the rest of
humanity, he definitely would
have ceased fo use the word
Sikh in any of his future
vocabulary. Secondly, rating the
Khalsa superior to the rest of the
Sikhs or the rest of humanity, is
a direct violation of the principle

of the faith he was preaching. He
definitely meant that those who
will follow his discipline will stay
clear of the disorder of
discrimination, the discrimination
the basis of which was religion,
race, creed, caste, gender, and
status. After all, Guru Gobind
Singh was deputised to execute
the final phase of the faith Guru
Nanak founded. That faith, in its
complete form and content, is
the Khalsa way of life.

According to Guru Nanak,
God alone is the Father-Mother
for all of us. God is the Lord of
the whole universe. Guru Nanak
termed God and His creation as
the true universal control system.
He considered God the Emperor
and His creation, everything else,
including human beings, as His
Kingdom to rule. This is the
concept of Sachi Patshahi (the
true monarchy). God-that was
the Emperor Guru Nanak had in
mind. Guru Gobind Singh used
the term Khalsa for the Sikhs to
signify that Khalsa/Sikhs were
the direct property of Ged. Only
God is the True Emperor. We,
the human beings, are His direct
property under His direct
jurisdiction. If a human being
has to rule, he must treat all
human beings as equal, as does
God. If a human being does not
rule in accordance with such
laws of equality, he does not
deserve to rule and must be
overthrown.

(Courtesy : ATAM BANG)
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