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- GURU NANAK

C. A. Kincaid '

The “ m thgt strikes a visitor to Sind fr
absorbed the difference in the physical geography, is the :fxllf tﬁ:tw]z:icﬁ’fﬂ}f-r Ee By
Sind and the Hindus of Maharashtra. There was an old Greek proverb t]in g
‘&!lh' m kurio phobos’ or the fear of one’s lord is the beginning of oy
That may have worked well in Hellas, but in India independent enqulnis w::mjom
more valuable. If my visitor then begins to probe the matter, he will find thptr °;°
bulk of the so called Hindus are not orthodox worshippers of the Hindu Tria: :m:

disciples of Nanak Shah. The next stage of enquiry is for th

€ visitor to find one who
was Nanak Shah; and in this chapter I propose to save him further trouble by givin
a ﬁmﬁwh qf that mnch-revcrod spiritual leader. :

_ In the month of November, A.D. 1469, Nanak was born in Talwandi in the
modern district of Lahore. His parents were Kalu the village accountant and Tripta
his wife. Like Zoroaster, Nanak is said to have been born laughing or, to use his

‘mother’s phrase, his first ery was, ‘as the laughing voice of a wise man joining a
social gathering.” Many tales are told of his precocious intelligence, but although he
_*ummmwge. he soon abandoned worldly studies, telling his
| '-r:'h your accomplishments I prefer the study of divine knowledge.’

' _;ﬁ ﬁ'ﬂ another religious reformer, betook himself to the woods and
3. ﬂﬁcw‘ﬁ the sages and anchorities, who had sought shelter there
| ! 'FrOm them he learnt great deal; and at fourtecn his

¢ J.&alakham, the daughter of one Mula, aresident of
rict. Slzlebore hlm in due ceurse two sons, Shri Chand

¥l Ly
L

: ne gava N’hnak money with which to buy,
t0 far st shop Oﬁ the way Nanak met
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‘He is the greatest of the great and great is His word, men depart in their pride
“I have consulted the four Vedas, but their writings find not God’s limits.
q have consulted the four books of the Musulmans, but Gogd's work is not

deuﬂpd in them. it
q, Nmpk. say. that man shall be true to his faith, if ho fear God and do good
works.”

From "P""" .Nam-k moved to Medina and from Medina to Baghdad. There he
i md the call to prayer with great vehemence, but substituted werds of his own for
the words w al rasul Allah (Mahomed is the prophet of God), Nanak’s
apparent fervour drew the attention of the high priest of Baghdad, who asked him to
what sect he belonged. Nanak replied,

I have appeared in this age to indicate the way unto men,

1 reject all sects and only know one God, whom I recognize in the earth, the
heavens and in all directions.’

The high priest was enraged at what he deemed heresy and would have laid hands

on ‘the very impious fakir” Nanak however managed to escape and returned to
India through the Persian Gulf. ~After a short stay in Multan, he and Mardana
settled at Kartarpur.

There the faithful Mardana fell ill and died. He had ,been a Musulman, so the
’ Mg Hﬁ m tﬁ ‘flponl of his body. Nanak held that as Mardana had
or one divinely leamed) and knew God, he had become the equal of a

‘Brahman, thus on Mardana’s death his body was consigned to the River Ravi.
1l mfh ‘;O‘fjlus old }}ench,;nan, Nanak appointed his son Shahzada to actas
;& his 3%@1“ the shock of Mardana’s death proved too much for
r%ye lnq; frxcnd and dlSOlple Among the more intimate
'S Wﬁ, one Lahna, a converted priest of Durga. To him
« near, gavc hls spu'nual succession, naming him Angad
?ali?d over his two sons, who had rebelled against

tual soverugnty over the head of Angad and
ak’s qllarrel arose between His Hindu

rous dnsclples from Islam) as to
the latter to bury it. Nmk
flowers on my right and the
-- fx;eshto morrow morning may
put on each side ofhm., AR
 Next morning. 9%%
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there was no God. Nanak was born in the Province which ¢},
between Hinduism and Islam; he was brought up under
of Muhammad, and he taught that there was 0:; God."th;i:a:;:t oé::: :Onothfism
the God of the Muhammadan nor of the Hindu’ but the God of the Unive:sse nm;h“
mankind, and of all religious. -Tho burthern of his teaching, was, “there is f . ;;. ot
and no Muhammadan”. He rejected the wisdom of the Scribes and the ;intmz:
anise and cummin of the Pharisees, and taught that salvation lay in repentance i d
in pure and righteons conduct. He believed in transmigration, but held thatat:e
successive stages were but purifications, and that at last the soul cleansed from itg sin
went to dnn-ﬁi!;h its Maker. He did not despise or attack the Hindu and Muhap.
madan teachers, he held, indeed, that they too had been sent from God, but he
preached ‘m and purer religion, embracing all that was best in both, but purged
from much of evil that had been allowed in either, because of the hardness of men’s
heart’s. He declared himself a prophet, but he claimed neither direct inspiration nor
miraculous powers. He prescribed no caste rules er ceremonial observances, and
indeed condemned them as unnecessary and even harmful. but he made no violent
attack on them, he insisted on no alteration in existing civil and social institutions,
and was content to leave the doctrine of the equality of all men in the sight of God to
work in the minds of his followers. He respected the Hindu veneration of the cow
and the Muhammdan abhorrence of the hog, but recommended as a_higher rule than
etthcrtotalubiﬁneﬂcc from flesh. In short he attacked nothing, he condemned
7 .ob&ly, buthc’ibﬁﬁt’tii draw men’s minds from the shadow to the substanee, to
glorify what was highest and best in the religion of each, and was content to leave to
en, at least for a while, the outward and ‘visible signs to which each was
smed, if only he might bring home fo their hearts the inward and spiritual
Wr form might perhaps conceal and obstruct but could not wholly
Mg v Lo | |

G Pyt . : )
r of Sikhism—Guru Nanak
il " ~ Sir Muhammad Iqbal

ﬁih’?.§Mmqaw a “learner”,
ven to the followers of Nanak, the fou
:-;':n ﬁi’g-.ﬁ:;fj_( YR Mg

et Al £1r ul s 3
s protest ag . the spiritual despotism
otest against the sp

strictions of the caste system and the

n formed the border land

a *disciple”. The name
nder of the Sikh faith in
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exaggeration of Hindu ritual. It aimed at teaching social equality and universa|
brotherhood. abolishing sectarianism and = denouncing superstition. Nanak, the
? founder of the creed, was born of Khatri parentage in 1469 at Talwandi (now calleq
after him Nankana), a small town not far from Lahore. He did not receive much
school education, yet he was from his early youth given to ‘meditation and original
thinkipg, and was, like the Arabian prophet. gifted by naturejwith streng common
sense. He showed an aversion to all sorts of worldly pursuits and it was with some
difficulty that he was persuaded by his father to go to Sultanpur (at present in the
Kapurthala state) to enter the private service of Nawab Dawlat Khan Lodhi, the
governor of the province.  The Nawab appointed him storekeeper to his household,
and he performed his offical duties for several years to the satisfaction of his employer,
In his leisure hours he retired to the jungles for meditation, and tradition says thatin
one of these devotional excursions he was taken in a vision to the Divine Presence and
there received his mission to preach to the world that ‘there is but one God whose
name is True, the Creator, devoid of fear and eamity, immortal, unborn, self-existant,
great and bountiful”. Nanak now left tke service of the Nawab and secame (at the
age ofsp) a public preacher. He began a series of tours in the course of which he
visited all parts of India, particularly the sacred places of the Hindus and shrines of
Muslim_saints. ,Whu'evcr he went he held controversies with priests and shaikhs,
de-matad the futility nf their belief in dogmas and rituals, and taught the necessity
den rality and truth. He is also said to have travelled through Persia
m,g.,ypv.z visited Mecca and Baghdad. In Persia and Afghanistan he gained
converts and even Gﬂﬁmm dioceses, (Mandjis), notably at Bushahr and Kabul
Wﬁbﬂnkﬁwmw Nanak, p. 73). It is not stated, however, whether he

- Arabic to be able to preach to the people of these Islamic

mm 93'#96&#5 al Maakhinn that Nanak studied Persian
. ‘MW ﬁfh one Saiyld Hasan bave been rejected by the modern Hindu

ak's s ‘_!matms to the teachings of
."-GfSikh,iam,p 9). Macauliffe, however, 1
" (The Sikh Religion, i. 15)-
is i tﬂlétwnmthat language.
‘pur, a v:l!age founded iﬂ

sted from far and WS
ge number of discipl¢s

R
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