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NANAK PANTHIS

This Article is taken from Panjabi University Patiala, Magazine
“Punjab Past & Present” April 1967.

i NANAK PANTHIS', who are known as Guru-Sikhs? or disciples of Gurus (Nanak
and his successors), have no belief in idols and idol-temples. Nanak is from the
Bedis; and Bedis are sub-caste of the Khattris®. In the reign of His Majesty, the late
Emperor Zahir-ud-Din Babar—may God illumine his argument—he (Nanak) bacome
famous. Before the victory of the late Emperor (Babar), he (Nanak) was a Modi
‘to Dault Khan Lodhi who was one of the high officials of Ibrahim Khan Emperor of
Dehh. And, Modi is an official in charge of the granary.

 Once a saint came to him and captivated his heart so much so that Nanak,
i!ﬂ‘o his shop gave away (in charity to the poor) all his own Daulat Khan s
grain that he had in ,the shop and stores. He then severed his connection with his wife
and children. Da;lht Khan was astonished to hear this. Ashe saw signs of sain-
he efrained from molcstlng ‘him. In short Nanak underwent
terities - At first he reduced his food, and after some time, he depended
king 4“&“’ of cow’s milk. After that he lived on ghee and then on
stly he ]ived on a_ix; like those who, in Hindustan, are called Pavanaharis or

baeamehxs disciples. Nanak believed in (was convinced of) the
itis kq&dawn in the tenets of Muhammad. He also believed in

nigration. Holding wine and pork unlawful, he abstained from
against cruelty to animals. After his death meat-eating
ﬁia disciples. And when Arjan Mal, who is one of the
found that evil, he prohibited people from meat-eating

iRt @m- Nanak-Panthi, therefor, itealy,
pa 9‘ Nanak that is, a d‘“’ph e e
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hymns Baba Nanak reckoned himself a Slave [of God], and called God Niranjan,
the Formless, Parbratm, the Supreme Spirit, and Parmeshal:, the Supreme L?rd,
who is not body and bodied and is not united with [material] body. The S:kh.s
say Baba Nanak was such and had no body, but he appeared to us throu;..g,h his
And they goso far that when Nanak left his body, he absorbed [himself]
in Guru Angad who was his nearest servant (most devoted disciple, and that Guru
Angad is Nanak himself.  After that, at the time of his death, Guru Angad entered
into the body of Amardas in the above mentioned manner. He in the same manner
occupied a place in the body of Ramdas, and Ramdas in the same way got united
with Arjan Mal. They give everyone the name'of a Mahal; first Mahal being ° anak,
second Mahal Angad and so on till the fifth Mahal who is Arjan Mal. They said
that whoever does not acknowledge [or believe in] Guru Arjan Mal to be the very

self of Baba Nanak becomes Manmukh or a non-believer.

power.

They have [numerous] stories. They say that in ancient time Baba Nanak was
Raja Janak......In the opinion of the disciples of Nanak, Guru Nanak, in a life from
previous creations, having been Raja Janak, had acbomplished spiritual works along
with his temporal kingdom and called mankind to God.

The chronicler (the author himself) has heard from reliable Sikhs that when

Baba Nanak appeared in the ‘Sat Jug’, a crowd of disciples came round him. He
send a cow into the kitchen. When cooked, they {brought it to the Sangat, that is,

the congregation of the Sikhs. Some ate of it and the others ran away. The Guru
prayed and the cow came to life. On seeing that condition (of the cow come to life).

the crowd that had run away returned and submitted : “Now we whall eat whatever is

~ ordered (in the kitchen)”. The Guru, that is, Nanak said, “Now it cannot be, and our
~promise to you is for the ‘Treta Jug’. So in the cycle of the Treta the Guru appeared.
___'Ihe flisciples‘ assembled, as I have said, killed a horse and brought it into the assembly.
5 §ome atle of it and a crowd disliked it. So he (Nanak) _pray/ed and the horse became
] ahve The desel.-ters made the same previous request. This time he said, “Now our
e __I.gfomlse t_° you is f‘qr the Duapar Jug.._” And in the cycle of Dwapar they brought an
i e o g, i o e 4 e it The o

| ¢ . Kal Jug they brought a man into the

chen. Whoever ate of it was liberated an ke | :
- 3 . e Wh - g 1 E ’
ined in suffering. sy | o refrained [from eating it]

v;::oh?:udfr:ma Sikh,_ who called Nanak a near Sfave -of God, that when
IMV connection, his soul reached a fork, where one road ran
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