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‘ embraee jews' because they all believe in the one, personal God Creator of h ave
and earth. Yet they have fought to death amongst themselves, most bitterly 4‘; th:
time of Guru Nanak. Whoever knows the connotation whicn Allah has for Muslims
aund is aware of the impersonalism and pantheism inherent in the Hindu conce
of deity, must surely regard it as a singular feet that the. founder of Sikhlism
able to make Muslim embrace Hindu and Hindu embrace Muslim. Again, only
in this wonderful land of Bharata was all this possible. Ifit was possible onceit is
possible again and agam, not on doctrinal grounds but on mystical grounds, or shall
we say, when man remembers his humanity. The man who accomplished this during
a period of Hindu-Muslim strife and altercation must have had far greater powers
of persuasion and, I might add courage, than was met with in the West, or else
India possessed, despite incessant internecine struggles, qualities of a high order of
spirituality which Europe aspired to only intellectually, if at all. Asa leader in
matter of tolerance, therefore, Guru Nanak surpassed all others. We in-America are
aspiring to such broadness of vision and practice since the days of Thomas Jefferson
who, in 1777, drew up the most extensive charter or rellgzous liberty, unparalleled in
the West. : '

Itis of interest to American par'ticularly. that Sikh is derived from Siksa or
instruction, Our Sikh friends, thus, acknowledge by their name. their share in an
immense respect for education and learning which they take, perhaps, in an even
higher sense than mere scholarship, as a search for that which is the ultimate
Reality or Being, in'fact Truth, satya. Their desire for instruction ;and knowledge

+« also in the temporal sphere has placed them in a position of leadership in modern.
India, in Government and other branches of pub‘lic life and endeavour. b

*'Fm-lovms America also is glad that Guru Nanak and vou, his followers,
mﬁl&ﬁ the true leﬂ! worl.h of man not merely in the abolition of slavery and
untouchability, and in extollmg ‘the virtues of good Samaritan, but in independence

of thinking. The contribution of Sikhism to the elimination of caste sO vugorously,
pnrsued by India today, can never be forgotten by your countrymen nor by the world. :

pts
was

"."‘.f:;u- %o One saying by Guru Nanak to whtch hearts in East and West are surely 3
e Iutlmedns that, “Nobody is without some worth. How can you call ‘women inferior
‘ tns she who gives birth to great men ?* Each human being, even the Iowhest,

ome worth, and you Sikhs have demonstrated that in innumerable instances in

ast. In tbls you antxcnpated the great German philosoper Kant in his etluul :
upon the famous categorwal imperative to treat all human bemgs m_tlﬁne
n 'inailothmuaa end with all ncverasameans. | .
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