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of that Creator whom he had begun to love with fiery yearning.

All this piety in their son did not' "please his pareats, for he was their only gop

and they looked for ome to carry oa their worldly avocations and‘«to support them
They thought him ill. they sent for the village doctor, he in

for none could cure the boy’s feverish thirst for God,
rst April 1485. to divert his mind from such unworldly

when -old age drew mear.
vain prescribed his remedies,

Then they got him married, on fi
thoughts, the girl chosen was Sulakhni or Kulamai, the daughter of Baba Mulaji of

Batala, near Gurdaspur of today. But this ruse too was unsuccessful; when his mother
sn understandable exasperation, bade him leave his endless meditations, he lay down
for four days unmoving, and said he would die if the Name were taken from him.
His poor little wife could do nothing to turn his mind. He now took to meeting
sadhus and yogis in the dense forests giving them food from his father’s fields, and
taking with them of everything they knew about God'and the spiritual path. Seeking
their company more and more, he must have gained from them much unconfggement
in his own search far the one Truth, and itis probable that in this way he ‘cohf.i_rmed
those ideas he shared with Kabir and the great Vaishnava devetees of his age.

In 1497 was born his elder son, Srichand and three years later céme yakhmi&u.
but Naaak paid fittle heed to his family, meditated much, became more withdrawn
from the world, and foudd his greatest creative joy in singing hymns 'he had comM
to God. In contact with the sadhus he also learned how to speak as to convince others |
expressing his views persuaéively.; though it seems .certain that these views welled up
from the deeps of inspiration in his ow® heart and owad little or nothing to what he
teceived from others, either through their words. The family had enough land to
support them, so they were neverin want, but Kalu again and again tried to induce
his son o till the ficlds steadily and give up his useless dreaming and poetry. He even
tried, in sain, to send him for business at Saiyidpur and Lahore, while he ‘was working
Chuharkana, his father sent the lad twenty ‘Tupees tto buy .geeds for trading, but he
gave it all away te some wandering ascetics.

: Next year, it was in 1504, Bhai Jairam visited his relatives at Talwandi and agreed
with Rai Bular, the village Zamindar, that Nanak could well be .employed at Sultanpur
‘with h.nm. 'Ih_e :dea_- of ihis son getting Government cmploy -ddigmad Kalu, and he
sent him off gladly with his brother-in-law. Jairam introduced Nanak to Daulat Khao
Who appointed him a_starekeeper, at last the youngman devoted himself to . his duties
with honesty, zeal and efficiency, delighting ﬂ‘!ﬂlyone‘. Unlike most petty ;);.t:ial‘ of the

time he was totally free from corruption and would not even improperly hold a pie of

another’s money for a day. He also gave away most of .his own salary to the poor.
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At this time Mardana, a minstrel, came from Talwandi and joined Nanak as
personal attendant. They loved each other from the start, and used to delight each
other at night singing sweet hymns to God, Mardana playing the rebec to accompany
his friend. One Bhai Bhagirathi also came from Mailasi, near Multan, and stayed for °
2 while with Nanak as a sort of disciple, his teaching life was beginning.

2. The Call of Nanak (1507)

On 20th August, 1507, came the day of destiny. After his morning bath in the
river, Nanak sat for meditation and heard God’s «call to give his life for world-uplift,
guiding men on the right path to bim. He at once resolved to obey the «call, after
three days he returned to 'the office, resigned his post, give away all he had to the poor
and prepared to set out onfoot. The Nawab did all be.could to persuade him to stay,
being deeply distressed to lose so good and so winning an employee, but others thought
he had gone mad. One day, 't towards the beginning of September, he spoke to the
local Mus'ims. beginning, “There is no Hjndu, no Mussalman®. This was after he
first put on Hindu kashaya robes as a sannyasi. Then he attended the mosque prayers
with the Nawab and the lacal Qazi, when all prostrated at the call, be remainéd stand-
ing on his feet. This gave some offence and he had to explain to the Qazi, in whose
facs he had laughed direct, that there was no praper .as yet, for the Qazi’s mind had
gone off to a baby filly of his, while the Nawab was thinking of buying horses in Kabul.
They had both humbly to confess the fact. When Nanak again‘spoke in public to
the Muslims, he taught them what is a true Muslim and they declared that he spoke as
a real Prbphet. The Nawab’s storehouses were founded to be full, so Nanak got the
good man fo give away everything in them freely to the poer.
3. The Firg: Missionary Journey (1507-1515)
" After a brief and apparently uneventful visit to his parents at Ta/wandi Guru Nanak
went with his companionMardana. dressed as faqirs or sannyasis, to dimanabad.  Here
‘he was welcomed by a rich fellowcaste man, Malak Bhago, and invited 1o a feast; but
h‘ b“m his public ministry by deliberately breaking caste. gomg to the house of Lalo,
*mmm and Sudra, and spending the night with him in bakjaua. When Bhago
 mext morning. protested at 1hzs the Guru told him the bread of the rich was full ‘of the
blood of the exploited poor. He then took a ‘loaf from Bhago's house and one from
Lalo’s; when he aqumd both, from the one came 'blood, from the other the milk of
human Einﬂm Th!lﬂ’ he showed how the coarse food of the'poor offered with love is

purer than the finest. the l:ich can nge in their pride. ‘Bhai rI..a.lo:!r later became a dmg-
uished Slkh. S
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parents by bringing them to live with him there quietly for nearly two years,

4. The Second Missionary Journey (1517-1518)

The travellers resumed their wanderings late in 1517 by crossing over to Uttar
Khand, where the Guru argued with a group of Sidhas and yogis, again describing
for these what true yoga means. Then they paid a short visit to Kartarpur, to console
the Guru’s parents, and after visits to Pasrur and Eminabad they went up to Sialkot.

Here one Pandit Brahmdas visited the Guru, with a pile of Sanskrit books in
hand and in idol hanging on his breast, and twitted the Guru for wearing leather and

a rope and for eating meat. Nanak made no direct reply, but burst into an ecstatic
hymn on God and the Guru and the wonders of creation. The Pandit was pleased, but

his pride kept him from surrendering so soon. The Guru sent him to four fagirs who
would show him a guru to his taste; the faqirs sent Brahmdas to a temple, where a
woman gave him a sound shoe-beating. This, the faqirs told him, was his real guru,
and her name was Maya, worldliness ! Cured of his pride, the Pandit hastened back to
Nanak and made a full surrender at his feet.

The Guru then visited Srinagar and crossed the mountains to Mt. Sumeru, where
he had a certain mystical experience among the great sidhas of that remote Himalayan
summit. They welcomed him among them as one of their own. Returning to Sialkot
he sent Mardana to purchase a farthing of truth and a farthing of falsehood. He found,
there an old friend, Mula Khatri, who said, “Life is a li¢ and Death is the truth ™
When the Guru came to Mula’s house his wife hid him away lest he be converted and
join the pilgrims, lying that he was not at home. As he lay hidden there in the house,
a snake bit him and he died. Death was indeed the truth for him |

At Mithankot they visited Sheikh Mian M:tha, a noted Muslim saint, and the
Guru had with him a verse contest convincing him that God alone is true and no prop-
het or saint can be named along with Him. As the Sheikh fell at his feet in reverent
delight, Nanak fell into a trance of ecstatic love and uttered one of his dzvme hymm.
- From here they returned home to Kartarpur. |

S blmrobes, the Guru set out for his last long journey with Matdau'
gain, and wm;mgh to Pakapattan, the abode of Sheikh Ibrahim, the heir m\_.
| himself also a great Sufi saint. The Sheikh scolded Nanak for

g “b m whﬂe-he lived as a fagir, to which he replied, “Misaa';.
everywhere, even in these clothes " The two than competed in

-

leading methu‘up to the sublimest beights of phdosnpha: {

< 'd:"" -
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