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d as to the infinite number .

regions, but there is no manner of doubt in my min !
If you like, you

of worlds, planets and regions in this universe created by God.

can try to achieve this realization and gain a vision of this.

It is recorded that the Guru helped the Pir’s son to have a clear vision of millions
of regions without ever reaching the limit and as a matter of proof procured for him ths
divine gift prasad from one of the heavenly regions. The Pir bowed in prayers and
admired Guru Nanak for his highly enlnghtencd mind and mission of Truth.

There exists still a raised platform dedicated to the sacred memory of Guru Nanak
visit to Baghdad situated near the grave of Fagir Bahlol. The following inscription
franslated from Arabic, appears on the monument :

Here spake the Hindu Guru Nanak to Fazkir Bahlol, and for these sixty winters

since the Guru left Iran, the soul of Bahlol bas rested on the Masters’ word, like

a bee poised on a dawn-lit' honey-rose.

From the above mentioned accounts of Guru Nanak’s contacts with his contem.
porary Muslim Pirs and taqirs, we find that the Muslim divines had extravagant ideas
of toeir spiritual and temporal powers. No doubt they exercised very great influence
over the Muslim knqgs, administrators and niasseo. but such undiluted submissions
only created egoistic convictions in their mmds, giving rise to the claim of having
mpmsawra! powers, .Gmu Nanak was succeuful in wmmng these holy men over to
his ohkuwe by nmhmg in humility and auﬂsceruyg Guru Nanak is still worshipped

with genuine reverence by many non-Sikhs Aqd Muslims who offer him frue worshi
in the rhrinu of their hcarts. g

b mmm SSbri, Guru me Parkash by Kavi Bhai Santokh Singh, Shri
«-m Rmt Chamatkar by Dr. mmi Vir Singb, The Sikh Religion by Mr

_& ok RS
e T i i
o b
-
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jand surrounding the shrine, which the B
revious rulers, had assigne’d for it dtish Government, following the example of
' presented our offeringg o: : : maintenance, We got a hearty welcome from the
4 IeW rupees at the shrine :
prashad or sneefmeats. That wag Nankana in 1886, i Rt B o

thzf:;r’;::l vlla::t:li :ozserLg;ltenant-Governor in 1917, the barren jungles had
been tran . : ienab Canal into a fertile plain of rich cultivation,
the railway ran t rough it and brought in tens of thousands of Sikh pilgrims from all

s of the Punjab, a2 prosperous town ang market had sprung up, the humble little

shrine had become one of the largest and richest foundations in Northern India, the
ofterings of the faithful and the income of the revenue-free lands had risen from a
few bundreds Of. pounds to tens of thousands annually. Sometime before my visit the
old abbot had died and his successor, whom I think he nominated, had to be approved
by me as Head of the Government from whom he held the lands revenue-free. The
approval was only a formality, but the mew incumbent made a favourable im-
pression on me, and ouf of regard for the shrine and the valiant Sikh worshippers I
stretched a point to present him with some 30,000 rupees which were in dispute bet-
ween the shrine and the ‘Government. He undertook to spend it on improving the
pilgrims’ quarters and fulfilled his promlse I little foresaw then the appalling
tragedy which was nmpendmg.

The agltatron for the reform of the Srkh shrines became serious in 1919 after I
bad left the Punjab. Like the similar movement for the confisction of the monasteries
in England at the Reformatlon, it was based originally on genuine religious feeling,
but later was :trongly reinforced by self-seekmg cupidity. If abuses did not exist fo
justify interference, they could and were easily invented in a form to excite the
credulous and tempt the greedy : religious zeal cloaking their unworthy motives. The
~ Sikh reformers soon turned their eyes on Nankana, allenging that the abbot was an
- evil-liver and kept 2 Mohammedan rnistress. Instead of appealing to the Courts for
Hy m mm to take the law into the:r own hands. and encouraged by the

Jtude o" m. tl omieq allowing them to seize other shrines, they planned
l2 posses Vnﬁ.ﬂl Hﬂ&. treasures, and endowman& The
' l' peliee to protecthﬁ' éﬂﬂshu.
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~ The population of Uch before the partition of the country in 1947 was between two-
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