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The Sikhs —

| served in the Indian Army for

~ thirty three years and had an

e Wtommmdiﬁerentsocual
.:,' Hngulstic ~ and religious
| de inations. If asked to sum up my
mpressions, | would simply say that
M mspectlng, dauntless and

v are the Sikhs.
hpen for the Sikhs

made by them, the

social fibre that
ve been
Such mmense

*&u

,! = il!

W - B
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Great Soldiers

- Colonel Naveen Chopra(Retd.)

that prevailed! But history is replete
with examples that reinforce the fact
that the Sikhs do not tolerate tyranny
in any form, particularly when it came
to encroachment of religious rights,
even if it pertained to non-Sikhs.
Attaining martyrdom under such
tyrannical conditions was and is still
the better option.

Nooruddin Muhammad
Jehangir, the fourth Mughal king
records in his memoirs Tuzak-e-
Jehangiri his failure to force Guru

‘Arjan Dev Jito embrace Islam. It was
~four hundred and four years back that

" the Mughal ruler ordered to put the
aummmnyme.mm
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can be there of an

conversion to Islam of the entire

Indian society. It was in the year 1675
that Kashmiri Pandits, driven to
desperation sought help from Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji. He threw an open
challenge to the Mughal tyrant that if
he could convert him to Islam, all
Hindus would follow suit. There was
a condition attached to it too; should
Aurangzeb fail, then he would put an
end to all his oppressive policies.
Aurangzeb accepted the challenge,
but laid a trap.

2 Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji was
invited to Delhi and upon arrival was
taken into custody. Severe torture
followed but Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
did not relent. Aurangzeb, displaying
barbarity never surpassed in all dark
and lamentable catalogues of human

crime, beheaded the Guru in

Mmmmm
mmrf# at

Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary

T

practices of the Mughals, Guru
Gobind Singh Ji decided that all
Sikhs, as part of their devout charter,
would protect the religious interests
of others as well. Thus, in
consonance with divine instructions,
was born the Khalsa. The Sikh army
became invulnerable to fear and
intimidation; and engaged fanatic
Mughals and their followers in
innumerable military actions with the
objective of protecting individual
freedom of all.

Guru Gobind Singh Ji had
four sons and in keeping with the
finest traditions of valour, two
attained martyrdom on the battlefield
and the others preferred to be
bncked alive rather than Mﬂﬁ ‘
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] lived and struck their
- 'S guerillas.
”“W"’" el Nack Shah was
tuning t pPersia with booty, the
ﬁ‘ Sikh army attacked the
‘plundere The attacks were
rious river corridors of
en mtome Indus.
mﬂlathewas
dligemrberof
d was forcibly
ﬁrmm
ﬁlm Slkh

The end of oppression came
after 1762. From 1765 onward the
Sikhs strengthen themselves under
misels. In 1798 when Maharaja Ranjit
Singh invaded Afghanistan, Khyber
Pass which was the route taken by
all invaders was assigned to Hari
Singh Nalwa for managing. The
whole of Afghanistan shivered at his
very name, such was the awe
inspired by him. Maharaja Ranijit
Singh brought the famous Kohinoor
diamond looted earlier by Nadir
Shah back to India. Two decades
later, the the Sikh Army wrested
Kashmir, else it would have been

, under Afghan occupation. Even the

area af Ladakh that forms part of

‘ it .
i : % 'ron,
| | "l‘
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famous exhortation “Deh Shiva Var
Mohe".

Many Indians would not know
that it was nearly half a century before
Mahatma Gandhi's 1919 call for
Satyagraha that a similar movement
was initiated in Punjab. It was Baba
Ram Singh who gave the first boycott
call against the British, however it
was crushed and eighty two Sikh
soldiers were killed. 1919 also saw
the Jalianwala Bagh massacre in
which 1300 Indians were killed; it was

no surprise that big majority amongst
nwere of Sikhs.

Ten years later, meSimswere
able to wrest control of their shrines
hlinml'ﬂnms actually the

Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary

cent rank and file of the Indian
National Army led by Netaji Subash
Chandra Bose comprised Sikhs.
The statistics by themselves were
nothing but patriotism personified!
India did get her independence but
the woes of partition that came with
it afflicted the Sikhs the most.

Post independence, India has
fought four wars with Pakistan and
one with China. The contributions
made by Sikh soldiers have been
noteworthy, as is evident from over
250 gallantry awards bestowed on

| wish to share a fact with the
readers. In any cantonment,

presence of a Sikh un.it' is always |
viewed in esteem as also awe. This
'lsﬁrmaﬁlybecauseafthelrznlous |
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The Slkh Halku

~ AJapanese poet introduced

é—l’ne etry' to the modern world
'Uﬁ ‘end of t% nineteenth century.
ambd as Haiku, this type of poetry
der otesanew and self-contained
eo Qtortpoetry ltwas developed
pan some 400 years ago. In
%e& various poetic
shave also deliberately
poans.in the early

tury, a French

ry It was

England

~ ',K.z'

- §.Nanak Singh Nishter

inspiration for sovereignty for
individuals, religions and the count

Sri Guru Granth Sanib Jijs an
un-imaginary literary collection whjch
can serve to be the source of guidance
and inspiration for the dead souls of
entire humanity and preparing themtg
meetthe multifarious challenges of life
for generationsto come.

The Bani (hymns) of Bhagats
in Sri Guru Granth Sahib Jiin Raag
Sarang starts from page 1251, |t
contains two Shabads of Bhagat
Kabir Ji, three shabads of Bhagat
Namdev Jiand one shabad of Bhagat
Parmanand Ji. The total number of

nd shabads at the lastis givenasé.

| ~ Afterwards there is only one line.
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rT:h‘-}grettab!y, various translators of

Gurbani have not done justice to this
unique concept. Almost all of them
have described it as one line of a
Shabad, but hardly has anyone
described it as a shabadof one line.
The prime reason is that this art of
poetry has vanished from this land and
nobody is aware of it.

After this one line, the shabad
is inscribed with the heading of
'mohalla 5 Surdas"i.e. "Shabad of
Guru Arjan Sahib Ji with Surdas,”
which has been placed as an
explanation with reference to this
shabad of Bhagat Surdas Ji. In this
shabad, Guru Sahib has suggested
the ways and means to getrid of the
company of non-believers. After this,
the total number of Shabads is given
as 8. This clearly indicates thatthe one
line of Bhagat Surdas Ji has been
taken as acomplete shabad. Thatis

| whythetotal numberof shabadsis
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Af3arg 0 Afe mit 4
Hfs fafenrsT eg ureg 1

Raag RamkaliMohalla Vv
Runjhunijhunda gavo sakhi Har ek
dhyiyavaho.

Satguru tum sev sakhi mun
chindiyada phal pavaho.

Itmeans, 'O"'friends, singthe
melodious songs praising the
Absolute One God. O 'friends, by
reflecting upon Satguru (God), the
desires will be fulfilled.

Why are we not aware ofthese

facts? How many of us know whatis

Guru Granth Sahib Ji, and why was
Guruship conferredonit ? Inrecent
years we have formed committees of

Satkar (respect), resulting in not |
allowing the convenient handingover

of Guru Granth Sahib Jito persons

- desirous ofhawngParkashmpm __ |

chapels in theirhomes. Sc
and sants are busy col
'sm-df' éyfﬁf
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his well-read columns, which
appeared in leading newspapers of
the country in June 2004. | was
astonished to read his remark.

"Having spent the best part of my life

working on Sikh history and

Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary

translatmg selected passeges of
rbani. | felt| owed itto myselftoread

e Sri Guru Granth Sahib from cover

ver". Inthe least, he was honest.

; Jl lhls is the position of the
x: ola"lehan-i-Khalsa" title
that ab out the ordinary Sikh?
tread Sri Guru Granth Sahib

rdowe allow othersto
| ;tsc@ntent Itis

compendium in multiple |anguages
spoken in the Indian sub-continent,

Rituals and rites are ny
religion in Sikhism, Shabagq
(knowledge) and its 1mplementat|on)
isitstrue essence. Every learned Sikh
should consider it his earnest duty to
know the philosophy, ideology anq
scriptures of his privileged faith. Every
Sikh should read and recite the entjre
Guru Granth Sahib Jiatleastoncein
his lifetime if possible repeatedly,
before their relatives arrange the
Bhog of the Path for the peace of his
soul. This will bring about immense
positive change in one's life.

The relationship of the Guru
and Sikh is that of teacher and student.

thhout learning from our Guru and

thout following the relationship, can

we claim to be a Sikh? Those of us,

éheuld resolve tolearnit. In
ance with theteachmgs of our
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SIKHISM : THE INDIAN RENAISSANCE -2

IMPACT OF SIKHISM ON INDIAN

SOCIETY:
There are two sources which

helped the growth of nationalism in

India; growth of Khalsa in early

eighteenth century, and the influence
of western system of education
introduced by the English during the
forties of nineteenth century. Both
have their distinct contribution to the
- transformation of Indian society.
Sikhism released the soul of people
from superstitions. Once the human
mind becomes free it endeavours to
all shackles of social
atio Pgmal dsscnnunatmn
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produce Engllsh—”)

-Prof.Hazara Singh, Ludhiana

Peshawar. Sikh solidiers became a
proverb for bravery and self- restraint.
People in the Punjab enjoyed
themselves religious equality,
political stability and economic
security under the rule of Maharaja
Ranijit Singh for the first time after
centuries of foreign domination.
WESTERN SYSTEM
EDUCATION :

The growth of nationalism in
Bengal took place under very
peculiar and unexpected conditions.
Macaulay introdued the English
system of educatlon in Indla to

OF

lndla'
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le to the western levels. They
aa ditable role in arousing
nsciousness in India. The
West lacked one vital
‘"r\vlth which Sikhism is
sh of education
people suitable for white-

onl M‘lOdesplsed all sort

work. Sikhism sanctifies

¢ aixm Gobind Singhii

helps in the expansion of trade. Thg
monsoon almost get drained whjje
they reach Punjab. All these natyrg|
and climatic factors had been quite
adverse to the progress ofg
agriculture and the development of
industry. But the love for work,
instilled into the people of Punjab by
the philosophy of Sikhism, has raised
this once trampled and trodden
province into a leading prosperous

~and virile state of India.

Natural calamities and
political upheavals have failed to
demoralize the people of Punjab. Not
the slightest scar of holocaust of

pafttionm visible anywhere. Though

big more than four million people got

Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary

_ bagainbecame
india. Hot a single
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—
wanted to cremate him owning him
as a member of their community, but
the Mohammedans insisted to bury
him claiming him to be a Muslim.
Guru Nanak Sahib was neither a
Hindu nor a Muslim, but was a votary
of God.

The fifth Guru, Sri Guru Arjan
Dev ji invited a Muslim divine, Mian
Mir, to lay the foundation stone of the
Sikh shrine, Harmandir Sahib at
Amritsar. Its doors open notto east or
west alone, but to all the four
directions, thus welcoming all the
- human beings irrespective of their
creed and faith.

It is said that when the Tenth
Guru, Sri Guru Gobind Singhji was
born, a Muslim saint, Sayyed
Bhikhan Shah observed a strange
celestial light in the sky. He bowed
o 4 w m' ,
| 'God hath sent a new light on this

Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary

A
why he was offering water to the
wounded of enemy even, he replied:;
‘Since you have taught me to make
no distinction between man and
man, | do not see amongst the
wounded any, but you'.

Sikh philosophy is universal
and socialist in outlook. The Guru
preached 'men are the same all
over, though each has a different
appearance’. Secular life has been
spiritualized under the impact of
Sikhism. It gives a message of full
life,enjoining upon the same person
to be a saint, a scholar, a statesman,
amerchant, a warrior, atiller of soil,
worker in a factory and along with the
performer of menial duties. ASikh is
the servant of God. For him honest |
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